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Recent Encyclicals in Simplified Versions are being pub- 
lished by “Grailville.” “This is Marriage” is now ready. ““This 
Is Unity”, “This Is Social Justice”, and “This Is Freedom” 
will follow. We are the Distributors. Price, each 20c. 
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Our April Annual Index number will include valuable Clas- 

sified Lists of books—by Subject: Extra Copies, 25 cents, if 


ordered at once. 
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Recommended Lenten Reading 


Self-perfection, which is Christ’s injunction upon all Christians, does not just 
happen. It must be prayed for, worked on, meditated upon, and of course prudently 
directed. But reading has a great part to play. It is often a book that awakens the 
soul, And there is no better time to “crack” that book than during Lent. Here are 
some spiritual works, some new, some ancient. Perhaps the right book for you is 


among them. 


The Divine Pity 
by Gerald Vann, O.P., $2.50 
To be published March 20, this 
book about the Beatitudes prom- 
ises to equal if not surpass The 
Heart of Man, possibly the great- 
est spiritual work of 1945. - 


The Divine Pursuit 
by Rachel Maria, $1.75 
Tells the dramatic story of a Rus- 
sian Jewess’ spiritual adventures 
in seeking and finding the true re- 
ligion. 
Exile in the Stars 
by J. J. Donohue, $1.50 
The grandeur of Creation is céle- 


brated in liturgical poetry of the 
most inspired order. 


The Golden Years 


edited by Joseph Husslein, 
S.J., $1.75 


The. mother of a modern family 
meditates on the Holy Family. 


The Heart of Man 
by Gerald Vann, O.P., $2.00 


Argues for completion of personal- 
ity through love of God’s Will. 
Urged upon all adult readers. Now 
again available. 
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Holiness for All 


by Archbishop Norbert Robichaud, 
75c (paper), $1.50 (cloth). 

_ Excellent statement of the case for 
lay sanctity and how to go about 
acquiring it. 


How to Meditate 
by J. P. Roothaan, S.J., $1.25 


Translation of a simple, practical 
treatise on mental prayer in the 
Ignatian spirit by “the General 
who rebuilt the Jesuits.” 


Lent, by Conrad Pepler, O.P., $4.00 
Meditations for religious and laity 
that have become a classic source 
of information and inspiration. 


Lenten Thoughts 
by Francis K. Aucherst, $1.50 
Short, helpful meditations, one for 
each day of Lent, and based on 
the Gospels read in the ferial 
Masses during the season. 


Little Book of Humility and 
Patience 
by Archbishop Ullathorne, $1.50 
Small book on a big subject—the 
groundwork of the virtues—by an 
authority on the spiritual life. 


Living with Christ in God 
by Berniéres-Louvigny, $2.50 
(See Comment ) 


My Father’s Will 
by F. J. McGarrigle, S.J., $2.75 
The secret of sanctity, as of hap- 
‘piness, is not only to do the Will 
of God, but to Jove doing it. Es- 
sential explanation for both re- 
ligious and laity. 


My Spiritual Exercises 
by John Kearney, C.S.Sp., $2.25 
Practical, positive, and encourag- 
ing lessons in spiritual perfection, 
grounded on the graces and helps 
of Catholicism. Reminiscent of 


Bede Jarrett, O.P.’s works for lay- : 


folk. 


New Testament, A New Translation 

by F. A. Spencer, O.P., $3.00 

Two excellent translations of the 

original texts, both of highest 
scholarly and artistic quality. 


Passion and Death of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ 
by Archbishop Alban Goodier, 
S.J., $3.50. 
One of the best of many treat- 
ments of the Sacrifice of Calvary. 


Path of Humility, Anon., $2.00 
A basic book for potential saints, 
Not to be devoured whole, but as- 
similated a few pages at a time. 


Practice of the Presence of God. 

by Br. Lawrence of the 

Resurrection, $2.25 

About the mystic who learned the 

hard way to contemplate the glory 

of God. Contains his letters and 

maxims, and study of his contem- 
plative methods. 


Primer of Prayer 
by Joseph McSorley, C.S.P., $1.25 
Begins at the beginning — where 
most Catholics are. Discusses what 
prayer is, and how to achieve it. 
Fundamental and very helpful. 


Soul Afire 
ed. by H. A. Reinhold, $3.50 
Collection of the inspired writings 
of the great mystics. Sourcebook of 
sanctity. 


Spiritual Combat 
by Laurence Scupoli, $2.00 
Practical application of psycholog- 
ical truths of the Gospels. St. Fran- 
cis de Sales carried a copy of this 
book with him for 20 years. 
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Seven Words of Jesus and Mary 
by Fulton J. Sheen, $1.25 
Seven essays in the best Sheen 
manner, founded on the Gospel 
texts but applicable primarily to 
modern conditions. 


The Third Day 
. by Arnold Lunn, $2.75 
Contemplates the Resurrection as 
historical fact and as pivotal point 
of Christian belief. Difficult, dis- 
coursive, but fine for the weak-of- 
faith. 


Whom Thou Seekest, Anon., $2.00. 
Prayerful meditations expressing 
the struggle of the soul to over- 
come corrupt nature in favor of 
the incorruptible God. 

(See Comment ) 
W sRwet® 


A Tender, Intimate 
Story of the Holy 
F amily — 


The Golden Years 
Joseph Husslein, S.J., Co-author 

Bruce, $1.75 
Many years ago, at the urging of a 
friend, a woman of social standing, a 
wife and mother, wrote out as a sort 
of-spiritual journal a story of the Holy 
Family. This was not a book but a 
collection of unorganized and some- 
times incomplete jottings. The material 
found its way into the hands of Father 
Joseph Husslein, S.J., editor of the so- 
called Science and Culture books pub- 
lished by Bruce. 

Father Husslein’s appreciation of the 
literary beauty of the writings of this 
“Apostle of Christian Charity” led him 
to organize and develop the material 
into a book of thirty chapters, recalling 
the thirty years of the Saviour’s Hidden 
Life. The result is a charmingly inti- 
Mate and tender interpretation—most 
edifying for Lenten reading, or for read- 
ing at any time. 

RS 


Msgr. Knox 
Orders are being accepted for The 


Sunday Epistles and Gospels from 


Msgr. Knox’s translation of the New 
Testament. There is commentary by 
Msgr. Knox on each Epistle and Gos- 


The book is now being printed, 


"$2.50. 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


More About “Our 
Father’s House” 


Our Father’s House 
ed. Sister Mariella Gable, O.S.B., Ph.D. 
S&W 


Rev. J. C. Lehane, C.M., De Paul 
University. , 

The introduction to these twenty-eight 
short stories is an important critical 
document. For it discusses, with ad- 
mirable precision and clarity, the con- 
fusing problem of what constitutes 
Catholic literature, especially Catholic 
fiction. Sister Mariella bases her defini- 
tion on the Catholic philosophy of per- 
sonality. As a philosopher, she is not 
afraid to look terms in the face and 
define them. A person is a being en- 
dowed with intelligence and reason who 
can make an appropriate response to 
value. “One develops personality when 
one habitually makes an appropriate re- 
sponse to value.” Appropriate means 
“that which in the hierarchy of being 
this particular thing deserves.” The 
next step in this reasoning follows with 
inevitable logic. “If a person cultivates 
the habit of making an appropriate re- 
sponse to all values along the way, he 
will aid and not hinder the total re- 
sponse to be made to God’s transcendent 
value.” 

Catholic fiction then will deal with 
those characters who know how to make 
an appropriate response to value in the 
choice they are forced to make, almost 
every day, between one value and an- 
other. As Sister puts it: 

It will record the dramatic con- 
flict, the success and failure, of 
those who are aware of life as an 
unbroken obligation to make an 
appropriate response to value. It 
is about persons who have accepted 
the tools of the Catholic Church 
as the means by which the best 
possible response can be made. 
Armed with this definition, Sister 

Mariella launches a devastating attack 
on those Catholic magazines who have 
“failed tragically im their opportunity 
to present Catholic fiction.” She does 
not spare them. Her most piercing scorn 
is poured on the “happy-ending” stories 
which “rescue all and sundry from: the 
cross.” The Catholic “pulps” and 
“slicks” are only imitating the worst 
features of the cheap popular maga- 
zines. 


The stories themselves make delight- 


ful reading. They show how much artis- 
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tic material for fiction there is in Catho- 


- lic life. Authors who deserve to be bet- 


ter known have turned this material ito 
stories that are often classics of their 
kind. Perhaps the most amusing story 
in the group is “Love the Destroyer” 
by Elizabeth Jordan, about the two 
young girls who fell in love with the 
same Sister at school and demanded 
that she choose between them. Another 
Catholic school story is “Monday for 
Sister Frances Eva” by Abigail Quig- 
ley, in which problem child Bobby Cus- 
tis who set off an alarm clock during 
class. 

In both of these stories it is re- 
freshing to see Sisters treated as human 
beings with problems who do something 
else besides walk in convent gardens 
amid cooing doves and splashing foun- 
tains, or pass out holy cards to little 
girls looking like pictures of St. Cecilia. 
Sisters are people too. 

“The Trouble” by J. F. Powers is — 
a powerful and moving sidelight on 
the Negro question. “Fifty Missions,” 
by Private Joseph Dever of the U. S. 
Army, recounts the experience of a 
young airman home on furlough after 
fifty missions over Europe when’ he vis- 
its the convent where his former sweet- 
heart has become a nun. This story 
won the main prize in a contest spon- 
sored by Yank, the army magazine. 
Another story worth noting is “The 
Meddlesome Cherubim” by Richard 
Coleman whose better-known story, 
“Fight for Sister Joe,” has become the 
popular movie, “The Bells of St. 
Mary’s.” 

Sister Mariella has seen fit to include 
in this collection stories by such famous, 
people as Tolstoy and O. Henry. She 
considers stories by these and other 
equally famous writers of especial in- 
terest to Catholics because they are 
“essentially Christian” and deal with 
the “eternal verities” although they do 
not deal with Catholic life or Catholic 
local color, nor have they been written 
from the consciously Catholic point of 
view. In Our Father’s House there are 
many mansions, nod doubt, but’ is" it 
necessary to fill them all? ’ 

Although a few of the stories may 
be found in. many other places, Our 
Father's House should be required read- 
ing in all Catholic schools where courses 
are given in the short-story art. Sister 
Mariella is herself head of the English 
Department at the College of St.-Bene- 
dict,: St. Joseph, Minnesota: 
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ON READING 


By N. Elizabeth Monroe, Ph.D. 


The middle of winter has its own 
consolations, which, though not sepa- 
rated from time and the hundred and 
one distractions of daily life, can be 
independent of them. After the winter 
solstice time appears to run down, then 
almost to stop, while outside the wind 
blows and the snow piles up, and with- 
in wood fires burn, giving off a pleasant 
odor—or: the oil burner comes on with 
a reassuring sound—the. curtains are 
drawn, and the lights turned on early. 
If man can disentangle himself from his 
feverish activities he may hear eternity 
behind the ceaseless flow of time and 
become reconciled to life because, in 
Vaughan’s words it is interpenetrated 
“With bright shoots of everlastingness.” 

At times like this reading becomes 
a pleasure of the mind second to none, 
except possibly thinking, which is so 
rare.as to deserve little mention. In 
these long winter evenings reading and 
thinking can be combined without too 
much effort, for the real enemy of think- 
ing is our habit of being busy and in 
a hurry. Reading and thinking must be 
combined if reading is to be a complete 
experience. We lay aside a book of 
poetry, Vaughan or Shelley, for in- 
stance, and the world begins to re-form 
before the inward eye. We lay down 
the Jliad and are aware at once of the 
essential greatness of human nature, its 
courage, its dignity, its representative 
capacity. 

Reading is not an ignoble escape, 
but an archway to new lands, new ideas, 
new visions. When we understand a 
good book, we can pass on to thought. 
We cannot make this transition without 
knowledge nor by knowledge alone, cer- 
tainly not by counting up facts, but 
through analysis and reflection. 


Whenever we come on a book . 


_, which has something to say and 
says it with distinction we ought 
to stop and savour its quality, 
- lingering over its details, think- 
ing’ about its intention, not read 
through it quickly and accept it 
_ without reflection or dismiss it 
' without understanding. In Basic 
Verities, Peguy says: “It is dan- 


one can publish without receiv- 

ing, write without reading, talk 

without listening. . . .” 

It would be a service to humanity 
to hang this sentence above the rostrum 
of every lecture hall in this country, as 
ill considered talk has become a nation- 
al vice. The atomic bomb had hardly 
been exploded when authorities on all 
things were discussing its uses in the 
future and the atomic age which it has 
inaugerated. It would appear that men 
who make a living by talking can chart 
a new era at the drop. of a hat. This 
same urge makes men discuss what they 
have. not read and would not have un- 
derstood even had they read it. 


In this age of digests of every- 
thing half of the pleasure of 
reading is destroyed for us. We 
read what someone else says is 
important, an economy that de- 
feats itself because it never 
reaches the intellectual plane. It 
is this willingness to let our 
minds be manipulated that car- 
ries the threat of totalitarianism. 


We have to remember that man is 
more than an intellectual tool, more 
than a worker who must master his 
trade, more than a creature of sense 
open to all manner of stimulation, more 
than an economic entity—he is a crea- 
ture of intangible dreams and aspira- 
tions, capable of an infinite variety of 
pleasure and interest, able to build a 
refuge against time through thought 
and imagination. Whenever he makes 
anything, a chair, table, poem, song, 
drama, essay, or picture; whenever he 
tries to subdue his environment or to 
conquer self, he becomes a maker or 
poet in his own right. 

It is for this reason that read- 
ing. for facts. is not enough. 
Man’s nature requires something 
more—the right to share in the 
wisdom and beauty of the past, 

- and the knowledge and training 

‘necessary to stand in the present 

aware of all its potentialities and 

‘to carry both past and present 

into the future. 

Books satisfy some of these needs, 


gerous illusion to ‘believe that but ‘no list; however critical and inclu- 
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sive, satisfies all of them, because it js 
bound. to reflect the maker’s limitations 
and to leave out of account what is jn. 
dividual, Professor Hutchins’ list, how- 
ever, will be invaluable to anyone who 
wants to deepen his experience.’ The 
authors he mentions form a noble com- 
pany—Homer, Plato,. Aristotle, Thu- 
cydides, St. Augustine, St. Thomas 
Aquinas, Shakespeare, Pascal, and Tol- 
stoy— and their books enshrine an even 
nobler conception of man. These books 
are hard to read not because they are 
obscure, but because their meaning is 
deeper than the experience of the aver 
age man, and for that reason they ought 
to be read by the average man. 
It is this Christian and classi- 

cal background that prepares us 
for the present—and such an 
understanding is imperative un- 
less we are to scrap two thousand 
years of civilization and return 
to barbarism. 


The authors mentioned above de 
scribe the type toward which nature is 
striving. Times have changed since 
Homer’s day, but man changes very 
little and not at all in his essential na- 
tures. No one in our day has gone be 
yond Homer’s description of the re 
sults of war. The souls of heroes are 
cast down and their bodies given as 
prey to dogs and fowl of the air. 

Achilles is sent forth to battle with 
these words from his father, surprising 
on the lips of a pagan: “My son, 
strength shall Athens and Hera give 
thee if they will, but do thou restrain 
thy proud soul in thy breast, for gentle- 
mindedness is the better part.’ That 
was a long time ago, yet when Caryll 
Houselander said in her beautiful little 
book, This War Is The Passion, (1941), 
that we must love our enemies, she was 
interpreted as giving ‘comfort to’ the 
enemy. 

“Those who hate are never 

- those who heal. The person who 
gives his coat, his food, his 
money, his sleep, his thought, 
his energy, and his life to help 

others to suffer well is never 4 

hater but. always a lover;, it)is 

such lovers who will win. our 
peace.” trove wf 

I am not trying to-~ compare two 
works of art, but two voices which até: 
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fhousand years and after all that has 
heen said about tolerance and the 
protherhood of man, these words should 
still fall on deaf ears. 


In her latest book, The Flowering 
Tree, Caryll Houselander again sings 
the praise of love, which alone will save 
‘ 

“Feel the pulse of My love 

With your finger-tips; 

prove My tenderness 

in the tiny beat 

‘of the heart of the mother bird; 
Jay:your hand 

on the hard bark of the tree— 
‘know Me 

in the rising sap 

‘of the green life: 

in the dark.” 


The German mother who has lost her 
son. becomes the. Mother of God, who, 
for two thousand years, has stood sor- 
towing at the foot of the cross. 


_ Many of us are aware today that our 


chief problem is to guarantee freedom 


and justice and honor to the generality 
of men. But how are we to write justice 
into law unless we know what the es- 
sential nature of man is? If he is a 
mere tool of the state, then the plight 
of men and women in central and east- 
em. Europe need not concern us. But 
these men and women were the first 
concern of our heroic dead. In an article 
in The Sign, December, 1945, Captain 
Flynn, C.P., says: “But to him (the 
dlive-drab uniformed G.I.) life was a 
thing of small worth if it had to be 
bought at the expense of liberty, of hu- 
man dignity, of honor and the right to 
speak and love and worship.” 


It would seem as though the author 
of The Iliad had held past, present, and 
future in his hand when he wrote this 
undying epic. He closes on a quiet 
note. Achilles, touched by the noble 
gtief of his enemy’s father, consents to 
restore Hector’s ‘body so that it may 
teceive' the honor which was Hector’s 
due, and the god Apollo, looking down 
, 00 the fallen hero, says: “For an en- 
during heart have the destinies appoint- 
td unto man.” What other commentary, 
tan we make on ‘the suffering of parents 
Who have sacrificed their sons for the 


sake of honor and freedom and justice, 
tly to find that justice, freedom, and’ 
lonor ‘are -being denied : to millions ‘of, 
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A Tribute to Sara Maynard 


Written for Books On Trial by Father F. A. Mullin, Director of 
the Library, and Head of the Department of Library* Science of 
the Catholic University of America. 


A combination of cricumstances last 
November prevented the timely spread 
of the sad news of the death of Sara 
Maynard. Her death occurred on No- 
vember 26 and she was quietly buried 
at Westminster, Maryland, where she 
had lived with her family for several 
years. Both her life and her works had 
a significance which must await an ade- 
quate word of appreciation from those 
who knew her best and who are more 
able to evaluate her. work; but at the 
moment a short word of tribute is sure- 
ly not out of place. 

I think that those who knew Sara 
Maynard felt that they knew her very 
well, for simplicity dominated her life 
and her work. Although she had talents 
which would have carried her far in a 
literary career, she chose the humbler 
path. Delicate in body and in soul, 
quiet, reserved, unassuming. even to the 
point of timidity, her lack of pretension 
was charming; yet there was vigor in 
her way and she was spirited and ener- 
getic and effective both in her manner 
and in ‘her life. She could be strong 
as she could be very gentle. 

She was concerned about two things, 
the interests of God and the interests 
of her family; and in her service to 
both she was an inspiration. The few 
products of her pen reveal in a few 
flashes the deep sense of spirituality 
that pervaded her soul; she kept her- 
self continually in God’s Presence; her 
conversation was often about Him. Or 
it was about her family: in his busy 
writing career she was of indispensable 
aid to her husband, and her seven lively 
children occupied her days to the full. 
When she took time for writing, which 
she managed from time to time, it was 
only to give expression to a pious 
thought welling up in her soul or to 
give delight to her cildren with a new 
story. It was only when her strength 
became too frail and when she felt that 
her work was done that she turned at- 
tention to herself. She then asked to 
be admitted into the Third Order of St. 
Francis and a few weeks later, as a de- 
voted. disciple of Il Poverello, she was 
called to her heavenly reward. 


We might have wished that she had 
been spared for many years that she 
might have given full rein to the liter- 
ary talents which she possessed in abun- 
dance. But perhaps our prayers may 
now be best directed to. the intention 
that she will become another, heavenly 
patron for the type of writing needed 
so badly on earth today and that she 
will be the special. patron, of those 
many persons. who have been gifted 
with great literary talents but who are 
at the same time beset with a timidity 
which frustrates successful accomplish- 
ment and which keeps us so poor in 
the things which made the life of Sara 
Maynard a holy and a happy one.. 

&® .&%. ® 


Atomic Energy 
and Religion 


WHAT DOES THE 
FUTURE HOLD? 
God and the Atom 
Msgr. Ronald Knox S&W, $2.00 
Reviewed by A. Patrick Madgett, SJ., 
author of Christian Origins. 


“J would entreat the readers. .: . ., 
and even the reviewers of this book, 
to realize that I am not concerned so, 
much with -the conscious - motives: 
which operate in men’s minds, with 
their reasoned calculations, as with their. 
mental background; with the images, 
the associations that are called up to 
their minds when need urges or oppor- 
tunity offers. ...” (p. 83) 

The detonation of the atom bomb 
has shaken more than the physical 
world. Men’s minds have already been 
deeply moved. Like most great scienti- 
fic discoveries, this latest product of 
man’s genius will surely have some im- 
pact on men’s religious outlook. Ronald 
Knox attempts to foresee how men will 
react, especially in regard to the already . 
weakened virtues of faith and hope. 
For the dangers to these virtues which 
he foresees in gloomy prophetic. vision, 
he seeks to prepare a: timely: antidote. . 

--The theme is developed on the anal- 
ogy of psychiatric treatment, not of in-, 
dividuals, but of the human race. The. 
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shock is produced by the explosion of 
the atom bomb on Hiroshima. The 
“analysis” pessimistically describes the 
futility of any of the time-tried apolo- 
getic arguments for convincing mankind 
that there is indeed a God, a merciful 
Providence, and therefore no need for 
despair. 

A third section offers a plan for read- 
justment—alternatives to doubt, des- 
pair, and moral decadence. Here the 
author attempts to dispel the deep de- 
pression induced by the. shock and 
delineated in the “analysis.” Unfortu- 
nately, though much smoother in style 
- than the preceding section, the~adjust- 
ment is not as psychologically convincing 
as the analysis was depressing. As if 
aware of this himself, in a final chapter 
the author offers what amounts to an 
apologia pro opere suo. 

If Msgr. Knox had not so justly 
merited the esteem of all of us for his 
keen observations and expert satirical 
.criticism of trends of the times, and 
his later precious contributions to read- 
able Scripture, this reviewer would be 
inclined to dismiss God and the Atom as 
one man’s guess, and though easily in 
the realm of possibility, not too good 
a guess. To begin with, the atom bomb 
is not strictly a new scientific discovery. 
The startling application of what math- 
ematical physicists have been talking of 
for years, and working on relentlessly, 
has come as such a shock by reason of 
the manner in which it was used. But 
the indeterminism which it is supposed 
to exemplify has been preached by 
popularizers of science for a generation, 
till we are almost innoculated to it by 
now. Surely the children who read the 
comic strips take it for granted. 

Perhaps, too, some of us have grown 
more pessimistic than we realized, 
through watching the development of 
the atom bomb’s counterparts in the 
spheres of religion, philosophy, morals 
and politics. Far more deeply, surely 
than by any scientific discoveries, faith 
and hope and morality had been under- 
mined beforehand by the chaos injected 
into religion by private interpretation, 
into philosophic thought by Cartesian- 
. ism; into morals by a parallel subjec- 
tivity, into politics and the socio- 
economic order by : secularist ‘indivi- 
dualism. At‘any’ rate, the: atom bomb 
looks to me more like the last and most 





It is quite true that great scientific 
discoveries have been occasions, shocks 
if you will, by which explosive religious 
and moral states of man were “touched 
off.” Man’s discovery of methods of 
manipulating atomic energy may be 
another such occasion, with all the dis- 
asterous consequences for religion which 
Msgr. Knox foresees. But there is an 
alternative analogy to that offered, and 
in the same field of psychiatry: may 
not the explosion over Hiroshima be 
the shock which will bring the: already 
disintegrating personality of modern 
man back to his complete self, just as 
the pathological psychologist uses it to 
bring back disintegrating personalities 
that have not yet gone completely mad? 
It is a more hopeful alternative, and 
scarcely fatuous optimism. 

If thoughtful people will read thought- 
fully this latest work from Msgr. Knox’s 
pen, the very pessimism of his outlook 
may stimulate them to take pains to 
see that the drear possibilities he forsees 
may not come to pass. . 
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“Vibrant Sermons” 


A Priest Must Preach 
Thomas R. Murphy Bruce, $3.00 


Reviewed by V. F. Kienberger, O. P. 


(Veteran member of the mission band 
of Dominican Province of St. Albert the 
Great, preacher and writer.) 
Timely and incisive thinking mark this 
sprightly preaching manual which ful- 
fills its youthful author’s dream of some- 
day writing a sermon book that would 
read like a novel. These vibrant, spon- 
taneous sermons for each Sunday of 
the year were written to encourage the 
busy priest to develop his own “preach- 
ing personality.” To foster in the “new 
curate” the meditative state of mind 
so necessary in sermon construction, 
Father Murphy writes a letter to a 
mythical fellow-cleric preceding each 
sermon, which offers a proper perspec- 
tive and a practical approach. 
Followirig each sermon one finds a 
frank constructive criticism of his own 
effort—a preacher’s examinatioi: of con- 
science. This novel book is thought-pro- 
voking, tinged with zeal, and warm with 
human, interest. Its spirituality is em- 
blazoned with the fiery. eloquence of 
Him Who said, “I have come to cast 
fire on the earth, and what will I but 
that it be kindled.” 


Inspiring Story of and 
by a Jesuit Hero 


Guerilla Padre in Mindanao 

Edward Haggerty LG, $2.75 
The resistance of the Filipinos to Jap. 
anese aggression, and their loyalty to 
MacArthur and to the ''sited States, 
are among the brightest pages of the 

war. Many of the patriots of the dark 
years that followed Bataan are com- 
memorated in this book by one of their 
leaders. 

Edward Haggerty became a Jesuit at 
18. From 1928 to 1931 he was teach- 
ing in Manila but his summers were 
spent in running Boy Scout camps in 
the nearby mountains. When he re- 
turned home to complete his studies for 
ordination he wore the highest Philip- 
pine Scout decoration. 

When war came, Father Haggerty 
was rector of the Jesuit college at Ma- 
nila. Following the surrender he spent 
three years in the hills, aiding guerrilla 
leaders, upholding the people’s courage, 
outwitting the Japs, and helping to or- 


ganize a “free” government. This book 


is his inspiring story. 

The story of the patriotism of ‘the 
Filipinos cannot be told too often, It 
has few parallels in history. Their un- 
wavering devotion demonstrated the 
existence of deep spiritual forces; never- 
theless, their faith required fortifying 
for the long struggle against their God- 


less enemy. Father Haggerty tells of the | 


patriots who fought for freedom, and in 
so doing he cannot avoid telling his 
own heroic, adventurous story. 

A recommended book. 


x + 


Book-of-the-Month 
Club 


Autobiography of 
William Allen White 
Mac, $3.75 
Reviewed by Paul Kiniery, Ph.D. 


(Assistant dean of Graduate School and 
professor of history, Loyola C—— 
sity, Chicago.) == 3 
The most interesting autobiography. of 
1946 has already appeared. The Te 
viewer does not think that he is mak- 
ing a rash prophecy. Few men in pub 
lic or semi-public life in recent years 
have had careers as active as the one’ 
enjoyed by the editor of the Emporia 


‘ils 


Gazette. None of them could write a 
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interestingly. Like every good auto- 
biography, this one is unfinished. Death 
came for William Allen White after he 
had finished writing his impressions of 
President Harding. Mr. White had 
dealt with the years that followed 
Harding’s death, but these years are 
pot included in the volume being re- 
viewed. 

But there is more than enough to 
satisfy anyone in the big volume that 
was left unfinished. The unique court- 
ship of his father and mother; his boy- 
»hood in Eldorado, Kansas; his years at 
the University of Kansas; the training 
he experienced in newspaper work, and 
his early and later years as editor of 
the Emporia Gazette, which he made 
one of the most widely quoted newspa- 

in the nation; his impression of 
McKinley in 1901; his growing attach- 
ment to Theodore Roosevelt; the Pro- 
gressive movement and the election of 
1912; his relation to World War I and 
his dislike of Woodrow Wilson; his sup- 
port of the League of Nations; his ap- 





Lance of Longinus 


Hubertus zu Loewenstein Mac, $2.00 
_ Reviewed by Richard J. Hurley 
(President of the — 
Catholic Library Association. ) 


The drama of the Passion is such an 
intrinsic part of the Catholic heritage 
that another telling is indeed welcome 
especially when it is enacted from 
the angle of the man who held the 
Holy Lance that pierced the side of 
Jesus, and when the telling is done by 
such an accomplished raconteur as 
Hubertus zu Loewenstein .. . 

- This slim volume is. the chronicle of 
the Roman centurion Longinus whose 
duty was to guard:the Governor of 
Judea during Easter Week. ... The Ro- 
Man witnesses. with suspicion Christ’s 
éatrance into- Jerusalem on: the Feast 
hi of Palms; the tumult by torchlight on 
Gethsemane; : the trial during. which 
Tonginus -.:.saw craven men -mock the 
justice of. Rome. ; . Holding. the Man 
to be innocent, ‘Longinus in turn found 
himself under.arrest but only after he 
-followed the,Cross to Golgetha and 












anced the heart of Christ. In his cell 
€¢ hears the words, “The Lord is risen,” 
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praisal of Harding . . . these and count- 
less other activities and events crowd 
the pages. White never took himself 
too seriously; his caustic and humorous 
criticisms of himself show that he never 
lost his sense of proportion. 

Throughout the book he appears as a 
living person; his family becomes your 
family as-you read the pages. So far 
as this reviewer knows, nothing more 
truly poignant has been written in the 
entire field of American literature than 
his well known editorial on “Mary 
White,” here given in its entirety. The 
death of his seventeen-year-old daugh- 
ter in 1921 was the greatest tragedy 
that entered his life; the superb and 
spiritual editorial that he wrote proves 
that it did not destroy him. Few men 
have a better record in connection with 
good government than the one achieved 
by William Allen White; few men 
would have written so modestly of 
themselves as the man who wrote this 
year’s best autobiography. 


x © 


A Worthy Sequel to 
“The Child and the Emperor” 


and his heart joins in the praise of a 
Triumphant Christ. . .-Such is the pres- 
ent version of the legend that has been 
traced to the 6th century. There are 
other versions, as that in Jacques de 
Voraigne’s Golden Legend or Butler’s 
Lives of the Saints, but these diverg- 
ences are for the delver into hagiogra- 
phy. 

Herein is a powerful. story of the 
world’s most tragic and noble moment. 
Readers of -the first volume of, this tril- 
ogy, The Child and the Emperor, will 
have recalled to them the story of Theo- 
dore, whom Longinus met on the 
Roman road. But it is unlike the first 
book both in content and style. It is a 
grim, terrible tale as contrasted with 
the charming, innocent nature of the 
first. . . Essentially it is the difference 
between the stories of Grimm and An- 
derson, the .folk narrative versus the 
artfully plotted story. But. the writing 
has not faltered, the clarity of diction 
is retained. It is a worthy sequel. As 
such, St. Longinus should be with “The 
Child” on the shelves of every Catholic 
——two beacons to shine during the ie 
days, of western - civi tion, 
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Exceptional for 
All Ages 


Larger Than the Sky 
Covelle Newcomb LG, $2.50 
Reviewed by Richard Butler, O.P. 
Superlatives should be used sparingly; 
else they lose their unique force. But 
this is a proper occasion. Covelle New- 
comb is the best young-reader’s author, 
in the field of biography, that this re- 
viewer has had the happy fortune to 
encounter. Her work is not exactly for 
juveniles, but for that adolescent cate- 
gory. which displays an incipient matur- 
ity of literary appreciation. With so 
many individual differences to con- 
sider, it ‘is difficult to place an age level. 
She will please the bright upper-grader, 
the high-schooler; in fact, her work 
will. appeal to any adult with simple 
tastes who wishes to avoid the stren- 
uous stuffiness of scholarly biographers. 

Larger Than the Sky is a life of Car- 
dinal Gibbons, a great man, a great 
prelate and a great American. The au- 
thor skillfully traces his interesting life 
from young boyhood in Ireland to his 
last hours in his Charles Street home in 
Baltimore. Here is the story of a man 
endowed with the greatness of simplic- 
ity—and it is fittingly told with great 
simplicity. 

One defect casts a single shadow. In 
emphasizing the Cardinal’s characteris- 
tic tolerance, Miss Newcomb fails to 
make the proper distinction between 
tolerance of people and tolerance of 
creed. And because the work is intended 
for the undistinguishing minds of the 
young, we think the distinction should 
be made. This deficiency, however, is 
not a condemning one, merely an un- 
fortunate flaw of omission. 

The author and the illustrator, her 
husband, are converts. We hope that 
they will continue their excellent col- 
laboration and give us. more inspira- 
tional biographies for youth in the tra- 
dition of The Red Hat and Larger Than 


the Sky. 
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Racial Problems 
Black Metropolis _. 


St. Clair Drake and Horace R. Cayton 
H B, $5.00 
A casé book of social conditions in the 
second largest urban Negro colony in 
the. world—Chicago. Although as Rich- 
ard. Wright, the Negro author,-states in 
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his introduction, the book assumes that 
the predicament of the. Negro, in Chi- 
cago as elsewhere, is due to oppression 
by the whites, the authors of this study 
have investigated the situation objec- 
tively from every angle, and have sum- 
marized their findings without reference 
to that assumption. The result is an ex- 
ceedingly well-written, well-organized, 
cool-headed, but none the !ess devas- 
tating document of racial discrimina- 
tion. Catholics will be ashamed to learn 
how little our teaching on the Mystical 
Body has been so far allowed to influ- 
ence the problem. Pictographs and 
charts are excellent, and Mr. Wright’s 
essay, while not historically indispu- 
table, constitutes an impassioned plea 
for honesty, intelligence, and courage in 
handling the race question. 


ee 
Excellent 
Exile in the Stars 


James J. Donohue Mac, $1.50 
By Sister M. Madeleva, C.S. C. 


(President of St: Mary’s College, 
Notre Dame, Indiana.) 


The Divine Office is of all frameworks 
the most exalted and copious into which 
to set the worship of hymn, homily, and 
psalm. The indigenous dignity and logic 
of its sequence forms a natural pro- 
cessional for the texts of praise and 
prayer which constitute it. -So far these 
thousands of years it has comple- 
mented the Mass in offering praise to 
God unceasingly. 

The liturgical movement is restoring 
it to its place in the teaching office of 
the Church and in the life of the faith- 
ful. Its intrinsic beauty is making it 
more and more a prayer for the laity. 
Popular editions of the Breviary have 
been multiplied beyond all precedent 
during the past decade. This in itself 
assures a welcome and an understand- 
ing to this unique book by James J. 
Donohue, entitled Exile*in the Stars— 
A Book of Hours. 

Perhaps the first thing to say of the 
book is that it is courageously unpre- 
cedented. A description then becomes a 
most helpful review. 

Exile in the Stars follows from the 
opening to the concluding prayer, and 
hour by hour the form of the Divine 
Office for the First Sunday of Advent. 
There are the three nocturns and the 
nine lessons of Matins, the canticles and 
hymn of Lauds, the hours of Prime, 
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Tierce, Sexte, None, Vespers, and Com- 
pline, with meticulous fidelity to anti- 
phon, little chapter and prayer. Em- 
ploying the mere spiritual and poetic 
possibilities of the Breviary, 'the author 
paraphrases and improvises on the texts 
to a point quite beyond paraphrase and 
a level of authentic poetry quite beyond 
adaptation. More often, however, he 
lifts the chronicle of the Book of Gene- 
sis into its contemporary manifestation, 
and its sequel into such moving prayer 
as this: 
“Gather and bring, we beseech Thee, 
Thy light to this riddle, Redeemer: 
How we came first to the garden and 
then to the garden of earth, 
And why the promise of Satan is not 
the Promise of life; 
Thou Who art Life, and one King, and 
one God with the Father and Spirit, 
World without end. Amen.” 

The excellence of Exile in the Stars 
is manifold: Majesty of content and 
form, timeless in the use of this most 
ancient prayer form, sustained poetic 


quality, and passages rising definitely 


above a normal high level. 

The resounding Martyrology in 
Prime pleases me personally beyond 
much that is more intrinsically poetic. 
The second sonnet in Prime, too, shines 
with diviner fire than lighted Plato’s 
allegory of the cave. 

Possibly the entire Book of Hours 
finds its epitome in these verses from 
Matins: 

“We see no likelihood that the sight of 
God shall diminish. 
We see no likelihood that the kingdom 
of God shall be shaken. 
Every tribe sees God, every people and 
language.” 

It has been the good gift of a teach- 
er, of a: priest-professor of English at 
Loras College, to prove again that 
“Only poets see behind the sky.” 

He writes: 

“I see the glory of God, all my life have 
5. gga se.” 

His Book: of Hours is luminous with 
some part of this shining vision. 
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Disabled Vet's 
Readjustment 


Home is a One-Way Street 
, William Heyliger 


‘Westminster, $2.00 
Johnny Allen, ‘after being wounded in 
Italy, spent long days in a base hospital 
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dreaming of the joys of returning home)” 
to his wife and parents. Then he dis. . 
covered he would have a crippled knee|” 
and a hole in his face where part of af 
lip was missing. He came to a gnawing? 
fear. =, 
Unexpectedly, he met his wife, who|” 
was working as a nurse’s aide, and/? 
mistook her shocked surprise for revul- /~, 
sion. Unable to understand each other, f° Pe? 
they separated, but through the exer. 
cise of a good sense on both sides fe 
standing and reconciliation followed, 
Mr. Heyliger based his book on} 
information gathered at the Halloran? J 
General Hospital, Staten Island, N. Y,| 1 
Previously, he has written only Juven- pi 
iles—good ones—and this is a sympa jec' 
thetic, worth-while novel which ought 
to be helpful to many who have had? 
similar problems to face. oa 
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St. John of the Cross™ 
Journey in the Night 


Father Brice, C.P. Pustet, $2.50 [yi 
Reviewed by. Leander Troy, O. Carm. 


Father Brice speaks of his book as “a }™ 
practical introduction to St. John of 
the Cross, and, in particular, a com-j? 
panion to the first book of the Ascent} It 
of Mt. Car quote 
In the Introduction he gives a num- pf 
ber of reasons why the spiritual teach- sion 
ing of St. John is needed today more fic 
than ever before—the present day tend- fn 
ency towards materialism, the mass pro- 
duction of material comforts, moderm fie 
scientific achievements, and the current ft 
predominance of the natural virtue of. 
altruism. The simplicity of St. Joats 
doctrine is another point in its favor. ; 
There follows in the second chapte 
a rather lengthy proof that St. Joh 
wrote for all who were seriously seek h 
ing after perfection, and not for just | 
a select few. One feels that this point 
is overemphasized i in view of St. Joht 
own words in the prologue to the J 
Ascent of Mount Carmel: q 
“My principal object, however, is mit 
to address myself to all, but only to * 
certain persons of our holy order’ of. 
Mount Carmel, of the primitive ob- 1 
servance; friars as well as nuns. a. 
In Chapter III which deals ‘with the ; 
“Divine Union” we come face to face § — 
with the fundamental difficulty > i 
Father Brice’s book. Is ‘he writing £ 
the ordinary reader, or ‘is he ‘writ 
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ir the trained philosopher and ‘heolo- 

jan? The whole tone of the Introduc- 
is. jon indicates that the book is intended 
the ordinary reader. Yet in his ex- 
nation of the Divine Union he as- 
mes of the reader a_ familiarity 
th philosophical and theological con- 
mts. The ordinary reader would need 
yh perseverance to finish this chap- 
. This same difficulty appears else- 
here, particularly in Chapter VII 
here he explains how the philosophical 
siom that. two contraries cannot co- 
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ft. John’s teaching. 
y.| Two features of the book are of 
cial value. The answers to certain 
pa- biections made against St. John’s spir- 
ght fi doctrine (Chapters VII and X), 
sand the series of diagrams and outlines 
ontained in Chapter XII. The latter 
ncludes a diagram of St. John’s Psy- 
hology of the Soul, an outline of pro- 
messive reading in the works of St. 
gg pom, and a diagram showing the rela- 
ionship between the Ascent of Mount 
Susel and his other work, The Dark 
250 Wight of the Soul. 
fm. Most readers, I am sure, will be 
“, interested in Father Brice’s comments 
of i the value of the Morning Offering 
ent| It should be noted that Father Brice 
quotes frequently from the writings of 
m- St. Paul of the Cross, and also occa- 
ch-fionally from St. Therese, the: Little 
ore flower, showing how they were follow- 
nd- #8 of St. John’s spiritual doctrine. 
ro Journey in the Night, like all Intro- 
0 fuctions, will have attained its goal if 
ent fit persuades people to read the works 
of ae oiin F she: Cross, After perusing 
‘father Brice’s competent introductory 
lume, many a reader should find the 
purpose and main outline of 
hn sAscent of Mount Carmel much more 
ak- Jntelligible. 
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Harnett Kane 


Plantation Parade, The 
Grand Manner in Louisiana 


Harnett T. Kane Marrow, $3.50 


Reviewed by John Thomas Bonée, O.P. 
Harnett Kane’s -books are never mere 
travelogues. They are geology, anthro- 
pography and history made palatable. 
He paints in natural color both the al- 
most forgotten past and the neglected 
present. His style is so natural and 
friendly that we do not see through him 
but with him, as companions on his trips 
through Louisiana countryside. 

This latest book has succeeded in 
maintaining the high standard of its 
predecessors. It recalls a forgotten age 
—the era of southern feudalism. It 
describes in glorious detail all the 
principal plantations of Louisiana. But 
it does not stop at architecture—it 
tells stories of people;. human stories, 
romantic, yet true. The incomparable 
magnificence of the old Louisiana 


country gentleman is brought to life. 


The men in these stories are flesh and 
blood, and not dry bones. 

Plantation Parade is a tasty dish of 
absorbing narrative highly seasoned 
with prismatic description. It is folk- 
lore and history, written in the “grand 
manner” of Louisiana. 


* * * 
Mysticism 
Men Who Have Walked with God 
Sheldon Cheney Knopf, $3.75 


The name of Sheldon Cheney is familiar 
to all who have read much in the litera- 
ture of the theatre or the arts. From 
such relatively mundane pursuits, how- 
ever, Mr. Cheney (who is not a Cath- 
olic) has progressed to the stratosphere 
of mysticism, and in his Men Who 
Have Walked with God he gives sur- 
prisingly good account of his studies in 
this field. 

. The book is a series of chapter-studies 
of the great pagan and Christian mys- 


tics, carefully oriented in their histori- . 


cal and. spiritual setting. Each great 


mystic thus emerges in rather a climac- ~ 


tic function, as the fullest development 
of the spirit of his age. The chapter on 


Meister Eckhart, for example, surveys 
the mystical manifestations of the whole 


‘Middle Ages, including St® Francis of 


Assisi, Catherine of Siena (properly a 
Renaissance character), Juliana of 





to suspect that the moral code of both 
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Norwich, and others, before tackling 
the story of the popular Dominican 
preacher-mystic. 

This is an interesting technique, but 
one that admits of as much error as 
truth, for Mr. Cheney’s assumptions 
may not always accord with the facts, 
his telescoping of so much history may 
result in gravely injudicious generaliza- 
tions. While the Church is on the whole 
vaguely ill-used by this method of sim- 
plification, the individual characteriza- 
tions of the Christian mystics included 
seem to be in every way satisfactory— 
orthodox and sympathetic in interpre- 
tation, and distinguished by some ex- 
tremely good writing—inspired writing, 
in spots. The portrait of Bl. Fra Angel- 
ico, “tool of God,” comes off best of all 
—as of couse it should, since art is the 
author’s element. 

The author’s preface is well worth 
pondering, even by Catholics: for even 
among Catholics there are, incredibly, 
many who look with distrust upon the 
life of the soul—which is all mysticism 
is, to an intensified degree. Compared 
to such spiritual turncoats, or not com- 
pared to anything at all, Mr. Cheney 
appears to be getting pretty close to 
the heights himself. 

—M. E. E. 


* + 


Alcoholic’s Life 
History 
The Glass Crutch 
Jim Bishop Doubleday, $2.50 
Reviewed by Edwin G. Kaiser, CPP-S., 
S.T.D. 
(Professor of philosophy and Church 
history at St. Joseph’s College; author 
and translator.) 
This life story of an alcoholic, Wil- 
liam Wynne Wister, is told in a very 
straightforward and readable fashion by 
Jim Bishop in what is called a bio- 
graphical novel. Its thesis—for it has 
a thesis—is set forth in a frank chapter 
called the epilogue by Wister himself. 
We note the confident tone of a man 


- who has solved a difficult problem to 


his own complete satisfaction. Mr. Wis- 
case.. Very candid in telling his life 
story to Bishop, he omitted none of the 
moral deficiencies, some of which might 
well ‘have been spared. One is inclined 
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Jim Bishop and William Wister is quite 
flexible on such matters as sex indul- 
gence and divorce. There seems to be 
an utter indifference toward moral con- 
siderations and no appreciation of per- 
sonal responsibility, and of course the 
supernatural is completely disregarded. 
All this the Catholic deplores. 

Wister presents the case of a spoiled 
youngster who readily turned to alco- 
hol. His cure is effected through the ap- 
plication of certain psychological prin- 
ciples which are the basis of the effort 
to correct others. “Chronic alcoholism 


is the symptom of an emotional dis- ° 


ease. It is recognized as such” by sci- 
ence . . . an alcoholic is an alcoholic 
before he ever takes a drink... .” He 
is an emotional cripple, “an adult with 
the emotional equipment of an adoles- 
cent and consequently for him alcohol 
becomes crutch.” 

Wister’s studies in the field of psy- 
chology are obviously very meager. The 
entire value of his work must be found 
in the thoroughness and honesty with 
which he presents his own life. Here 
we can find considerable material for 
the study and cure of alcoholism, if we 
dismiss the easy generalizations. The 
book should sérve as a corrective in 
circles where this knotty problem is 
studied merely in the light of general 
moral principles to the neglect of med- 
ical and psychological facts. Parents 
will find food for thought in:the history 
of this spoiled young man who was sub- 
jected as a child to a “faulty environ- 
ment far afield from the normal world 
of give and take.” Whether the result 
be alcoholism or other fatal weakness, 
a maladjusted life is almost inevitable. 
We do not think that Wister’s case is 
at all unusual. 

This reviewer prefers to see the 
problem treated in the Glass Crutch 
dealt with in a more scientific form. 
The biographical novel does not seem 
a suitable vehicle for such a study. 


x © Ff 


Jewish Convert 

The Divine Pursuit 

Rachel Maria Bruce, $1.75 
The appearance of this book may well 
be, as has been claimed for it, “a major 
event in modern religious. literature.” I 
can recall no other book of its kind so 
‘poignantly moving. It is the story, most- 


ly autobiographical, partly recon- 
‘structed from notes and diaries in ac- 





BOOKS ON TRIAL 


cordance with the author’s desire, of 
the transformation of a militant adver- 
sary of God into a zealous apostle of 
the Faith. 

The author’s parents were Jews who 
knew little of their religion. Highly 


, educated, Rachel Maria returned from a 


German Protestant school with a love 
for Christ in her heart, but soon read 
herself out of this state with the help 
of Haeckl and Nietzsche. Unjustifiably 
divorced by her first husband, she wrote 
a treatise against marriage, her fiercest 
invective being against. Catholic teach- 
ings and doctrines. Her second mar- 
riage was to a Protestant who, follow- 
ing a long separation due to war, aban- 
doned her and their son; the Bolshe- 
viks and German inflation divided her 
fortune. Her mother’s death encouraged 
a return to Judaism, in which her phil- 
osophical mind found no consolation. 
At the age of 50 she was drawn to 
Christianity, but repelled by the para- 
dox of Christian anti-Semitism as well 
as by her strong Jewish atavism. The 


‘story of her struggles to gain entrance 


.to the Catholic Church is extremely dra- 


matic. 

Priests and others often write me 
asking for literature for interested or 
sympathetic Jews. This book is for 
them. It is also a spiritual chronicle 
that will inspire all Catholic readers. 


x PR 


: Overpaid 
Schoolteachers! 


The Boy I Left Behind Me 
Stephen Leacock Doubleday, $2.00 


The boy is the author himself—remem- 
bered for his humor. The little book is 
evidently made from unfinished notes 
intended for a more complete autobio- 
graphy. For ten years Leacock was a 
schoolteacher. This story ends where he 
stopped teaching. 

Leacock had written bitterly about 
schoolteaching. In old age he felt he 
should retract considerably. He came 
to feel that half the fault was his own. 
Teachers, he says, are overpaid during 
their early years. but underpaid as time 
goes on; ‘telatively, that is, to other 
professions. 


eT he Ease Era’ 
. Things flow, he says, are made too 
easy. The teacher must “Sell” the sub- 


ject to the class. The rigorous: discipline 
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is gone, and some things just can’t be} 
made simple. In the older days of Eng. ’ 
land, “There was the Church’s educa.} 
tion and the devil’s education. In the} 
long run the devil’s education has won The 
out.” By this he means science and}_> 
mathematics. England he thinks, was 
saved from the intellectual stagnation 
because these subjects moved in on} py 
classical education. 


The chief trouble with classical schol- 
arship was its infernal conceit. “The 
typical classical scholar... . knew it 
all. ... not part of it, all of it. What 
he didn’t know wasn’t college.” The 

“Of medicine . . . . geography, ge-| ™* 
ology, modern languages . . . . natural] 
science, or where it was leading . . . ,| ftom 
of industry, finance . . . . these classi-| © 
cal scholars knew nothing. In fact, ally 8¥¢ 
they did know was nothing compared pat 
with the vast portentous knowledge ris- ald, 
ing on the horizon, and yet they would 
have roared with laughter over their 
own ignorance of these subjects, with 
a neat Latin quotation to cap their 
laughter.” (Pretty severe, Mr. Leacock, 
but your words should be pondered, not 
ridiculed). 

There is much to enjoy in this —_ less 





easy-going story. the 
com 
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“| .. the public falls hard” | thes 


. Some authors are so afraid that 
their “books will be hidden under a} 29 
bushel that they begin hectic publicity} % i: 
campaigns to, popularize their writing. vith 
For instance, the husband of Naney hike 
Bruff, determined that her novel [ 1 her 
Manatee”] should not be lost in t 9 
shuffle, hired Russell Birdwell Assoc heli 
ates at a fancy sum to work on Me]. . 
book. I have seen some of the ‘release’ strai 
sent to editors and can think of m path 
more mistaken start. The idea seemé at 

























to be that Miss Bruff ought to be publi] .* ‘ 
cized as the author of a daring job t Ty 
miniscent of Forever Amber, and that i’ 
the public falls hard for that sort | 
thing. I should think that any youny 
woman seriously interested in writing 

would try to dissociate herself as much = 
as possible from such utter trash te 
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Forever Amber. | 

Harry Hansen, Syndica ed a 
Columnist, in the Chi a | 
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“Murray Hill” 
Mysteries 

The Yellow Room 

Mary Roberts Rinehart F & R, $2.50 
The Dead Lie Still 

William L. Stuart F & R, $2.00 
The Silver Tombstone 

Fronk Gruber *F & R, $2.00 


By Rev. James J. Donohue 


(Author of Exile in the Stars, 
reviewed by Sister Madaleva 
on page 176.) 


The new line of Murray Hitt Mys- 
TERIES seems dedicated to the principle 
of the varied diet if we are to judge 
from the trio which come together under 
our hand. Perhaps this variety only 
gives us three staple dishes after all, 
but one recipe frankly concedes “I am 
old,” one seems ‘to claim “I am new,’ 
and one blithely pants “I don’t care 
what I am.” 

Put The Yellow Room by Mary Rob- 
ets Rinehart down as very usual stuff, 
as of course MRR’s following would 
insist that it should be. If the story 
scapes faultless mediocrity only by 
those degrees by which it escapes fault- 
lessness, you may assure yourself that 
the mediocre is sometimes pretty wel- 
come in that over-scribbled palimpsest 
which is the field of detective ‘fiction. 
let us note that this is an old-line 


_|analytic puzzle (too rare a thing in 


these degenerate times) and again that, 
abandoning her frequent trick of simply 





= 


ngs. 


burying her mystery under sheer mass 
of complication: this experienced author 
does what she can to resolve everything 
with a central ingenuity. Maybe she’ll 


The| @ke you in, or maybe you will give 


ler B for exceeding her latter average, 


‘| but in any event you will join in the 


feeling that this decently conceived and 


0c 
het 
ses Straightly executed job deserves a sym- 
ae verdict. It is in no carping 


t then that we bid her beware of 
clause “‘He left soon after” and all 
its attendant evils. 








that} . 
t of 
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The Dead Lie Still, William L. Stu- 
att’s first novel, will not remind you of 
Mary Roberts Rinehart. In this, Mr. 
and all who cast ignoble Chand- 
upon the noble name of the 
‘ species will presumably take due 
hag It is easy to cast Chandlerlings 
| oe species, but hard to do any- 
z about it, Mr. Stuart’s attempt 
an inductive instance in proof 
= point. The —— tone and 
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feminine’ suspense of Rinehart give 
place, in Stuart, to a raucous criminality 
and a more masculine thrill. To give 
our tough-meaning author his due he 
spins a good yarn until he disposes of 
his better monster and is forced back 
on the oldest dodge in the game to wind 
up his plot and incidentally his more 
conventional bogieman. 

Call this “detective literature” and 
you will have to answer the embattled 
fanciers of the game for that word 
detective: none of Dupin’s analysis 
here. Only a pulp-drunk critic, and no 
censor, will pass the word Jiterature.. 
Our hero seems to subsist on hard 
liquor, and everybody uses words not 
formerly printed. For students of nar- 
rative trends there is this last horror: 
the story is as new as the latest move 
to remake the detective story, and as 
old as the first corny romance in which 
the white knight (somewhat the worse 
for his libations) slays the dragon, only 
to be plunged into the last trial perilous 
by the necessity of rescuing his lady 
from the dark tower into which, poor 
dumb creature, she has _ forlornly 
strayed. But such is the way " ladies— 
in these stories. 

It is Frank Gruber who gives us The 
Silver Tombstone. Finding ourselves in 
Cajon Pass at the outset, we may fancy 
that here is merely Mr. Gruber’s best 
field of material. Not many lines are 
needed to introduce Johnny Fletcher 
and Sam Cragg and reveal that here are 
his best characters as well. 

The formula follows—a good one: 
some real Western Americana with a 
fantastic sequel such as consorts well 
with detective doings. Of course it 
must consort well with the kaleidoscopic 
doings of Johnny Fletcher. There is 
more of rushing hither and yon than 
there is of little brain cells, more of 
flight and pursuit than there is of ob- 
servation and deduction, but the whirl 
of events makes a respectful (in this 
particular case, not more than a nomi- 
nal) bow in the direction of the great 
detective tradition. It is a sad-sack critic 
indeed who will see a moral menace in 
those gentle grafters, Fletcher and 
Cragg! If Frank Gruber owes more to 
the eternal muse of the picaresque than 
he does to the upstart muse of Poe- 
Doyle-Dickson, it will still be hard to 
say who does more to refurbish the old 


. formulas. Since the Murray Hirt Mys- 


TERIES refer obliquely. to Rex Stout in 


' their prospectus, it. would. be extreme to 
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post the creator of Johnny Fletcher as 
their potential best, but Gruber turns 
in the prize of our present frio. He is 
the sort who freshens rather than re- 
forms. detective fiction. 


x FF 


A Sanctuary of Souls 


Adventures in Grace 
Raissa Maritain Longmans, $2.75 
By J. M. Lelen, Ph.D., 
Contributing Editor 


_ What a felicitous title Mrs. Maritain 


has selected for her reminiscenses- of 
friendships! For it is God’s grace which 
procures and prepares for us all pure 
and orderly affection of which we are to 
object. Our friends are but the instru- 
ments whereby God Himself loves us, at 
least in the natural order. So, too, all 
true excellence in them which excites 
our love is a partial aspect of the Divine 
Beauty which they mirror. It is God in 
them that we love, it is God who loves 
us in them. Whom I love purely and 
rightly, God loves; whom I pity, God 
pities. 

There is nothing sadder than not to 
have any friends among the poor. Mrs. 
Maritain and her distinguished husband 
have friends among the poor. And that 
is one of the many reasons why I like 
them so much, and this book, the record 
of their adventures in grace. And, by 
the way, this is the fifth volume of the 
Golden Measure Series so ably edited 
for the House of Longmans by Jacques 
Maritain and Julie Kerman. Golden, 
“good measure, pressed down, shaken 
together, running over, they give into 
your bosom.” (Luke 6:38.) 

But let us enter the sanctuary. In 
Adventures in Grace Raissa Oumansoff 
Maritain, wife of Jacques Maritain, 
French philosopher now Ambassador to 
the Vatican, tells what of those things 
it was given her to know of the extraor- 
dinary spiritual flowering which in 
France preceded and followed the First 
World War. Nothing is richer in human 
interest, or better reveals the hidden 
treasures of France than these adven- 
tures in which so many powerful per- 
sonalities took part. Raissa Maritain 
writes in a limpid and poetical style. 
“Writes” is not the word; she talks, she 
chats with you; it is not a pen, it is her 
lips that she uses; you do not read, you 
hear, you listen to these meditations 
upon her own and her husband’s experi- 
ence which are blended with accounts of 
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the spiritual evolution of friends who 
made up one of the most interesting 
intellectual circles in France. 

One will find here further details of 
the lives of some of those dealt with in 
We Have Been Friends Together, espe- 
cially Charles Peguy, Leon Bloy, George 
Roualt. New names appear: those of the 
Dominican Clerissac, Pierre and Chris- 
tine van der Meer, Henri Massis, Eve 
Lavalliere, Jean Cocteau, and many 
others. The chapters in which Raissa 
Maritain gives us a precise account of 
the spiritual struggles of Charles Peguy, 
and of Ernest Psichari, Ernest, Renan’s 
grandson, whose writings have so great- 
ly influenced the present generation of 
French youth; of the beginnings of the 
philosophical career of Maritain; the 
early days of l’Action Francaise; and 
certain other intellectual movements in 
France, all are highly useful for the 
understanding of contemporary events. 
Our only regret is that the author says 
precious little of Henri Bergson, and of 
his creative evolution theory for which 


he received the Nobel Prize in 1927. 
She knows him quite well for she is his 
godmother. She could have told us that 
Bergson ever refused to reveal the fact 
of his baptism to the German Gestapo 
in Paris. She should have told us that he 
willed to remain considered as a Jew, 
not because of lack of love for his 
Christian creed but because he consid- 
ered it a joy to endure torments with 
his Jewish relatives, and to be stigma- 
tized with the glorious stigma of Israel 
at the hands of the unspeakable 
Himmler. 

One word of praise we owe to Julie 
Kernan, the translator of this great 
pilgrimage of great souls. Her render- 
ings are never surrenderings. Her work 
is ever visited by that glow which rivals 
originality in Hilaire Belloc’s transfers 
from French into English, Last line of 
page 79 the word “mourerez” should be 
spelled “mourrez.” But that’s nothing, 
it’s less than nothing. I mention this 
tiny speck of a flaw to the printer that 
he may correct it in the next edition. 





On the Priesthood 


The Priest of the Fathers 
Edward L. Heston, C.S.C. Bruce, $2.50 


By Conell Dowd, C.P.* 


Father Heston has given us a very 
inspiring and instructive patristic study 
on the nature and the problems of 
sacerdotal holiness. 

The nature of priestly sanctity is 
clearly established in Part I through 
“the determination of the relationship 
that exists between God and the priest 
of Christ. The priest is a man who has 
been chosen by God from among men 
and made a mediator between God and 
man. This mediatorship demands that 


th 
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These are: a sense of responsibility, 
zeal, good example, and the use of 
authority. Part III deals with the more 
personal problems. The proper attitude 
toward sacred learning, unworldliness, 
money, chastity, self-sacrifice and the 
primary duty of personal salvation are 
clearly established. Throughout Parts II 
and III, while Father Heston is insist- 
ent upon a constant supernatural atti- 


tude, his emphasis inclines toward the 


attainment of that balance in spiritual- 
ity that will further the acceptance of 
the priest and his ministerial work by 
his fellow men. 

Father Heston is to be commended 
upon the unity secured in this book. 
The quotations are numerous but the 
work of integration is so carefully done 
that they will not prove a distraction 
to the reader. The citations are consist- 
ently apt, even pointed, and are cor- 
rectly marked for reference. We might 


‘eminently quotable, but when 1 ie 


lain The orderly arrangement makes } thi 
for easy reading, explicitness for exagt | ing 
reading, the ready notation for ‘scholarly pi 
reading. I am sure that priests and) lis 
seminarians will welcome this volume} | 
not only as a study book but also as} pr 
a book for spiritual readings. All others | pe 
will find it profitable if for no other| gf 
reason than the deeper knowledge and] are 
better understanding of their priests} — 
that it will bring them. ah 
ve 

*Professor of Theology, Passionig| @ 
House of Studies, Chicago. 
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Episcopalian Sermons 
God Is Not Dead 


Bernard Iddings Bell Harper, $1.30 ps 
By Patrick F. Crowley* 


This books consists of a series of set} pp; 
mons given by the author at Trinity}... 
Church in New York City during the}, 
summer of 1943. | het 


These sermons were based on in| } 
quiries and letters prepared and ‘sent! can 
out by Dr. Bell to fifty representative} ject 
persons. Forty-one of those to whom} vis 
the questions were propounded te} Mo 
sponded setting forth their spiritual} the 
problems, their thoughts about the pur} nin 
poses of life, their ideas of God and) | 
kindred subjects. The group must have Tl 
been very representative becatise the 
problems are those of which all of w a 
are aware. Dr. Bell’s treatment of these} De 
problems is excellent. His. ability to use} tigr 
language is remarkable; his expressions} act, 
are delightful. “| Hion 

Although my theological background} 1 
may not qualify me as a critic of this) lies 
aspect of the book, I feel confident thet 
his viewpoint is in the best Catholic 
traditions. Dr. Bell praises many of mi ke 
favorite authorities; such as, Leo XIII) and 
Chesterton, C. S. Lewis, et al. His ¥ 
of all of the problems ‘considered ! 
to conform so much with my own t 
I might, in justice, acknowledge ' the pe 
sibility of favorable prejudice. I 1 
every one to read the book. for 1 
self—he would find it refreshing 
illuminating. =, 

In going through this book re 
notes of many. passages that se 
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about half way. through the. b 
found there wefe too many to f 


quoting in this commentary. 1 ti 
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is a book worthy of several read- 
and that any one interested in 


gene & 


library. 

Dr. Bell treats such subjects as the 

as} problem of wealth, the problem of the 
ers| peace, the conflict between economic 

goups, inter-racial justice, all of which 

and | are So Current and so important. 

v4 *Mr. Crowley, a graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Notre Dame, is a Chicago 

nist} attorney. 
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To Solve Modern Prob- 
lems ... Revive 
ms Christianity 
1) he Apostolate of Public Opinion 


Felix Morlion, O. P. Fides, $1.25 
By Denis McAuliffe, O.P. 


Si This book is indispensable for all who 
nity} are concerned with modern problems 
theland their solution through Catholic 
~ | Action. 

in| Father Morlion, a Belgian Domini- 
Sent! can, writes with authority on his sub- 
ative ject in as mueh as he is spiritual ad- 
hom} visor to ‘the International Pro Deo 
1} Movement and has worked to develop 
ituall the Pro Deo techniques since its begin- 
pur} ning in 1937. 

and Inspired by the words of Pius XI, 
have| “The issue today is either for God, or 
the} against God,” the Pro Deo Movement 
Mf Wilaunches an “offensive for God.” Pro 
thes} Deo, a lay apostolate of Catholic’ Ac- 
0 US} tion, may be summarized by three char- 
siots} acteristics. emphasized by Father Mor- 

| lion: 
oun) 1. A “policy of presence” of Catho- 
this} lics in current affairs of the world. In 
be applying this policy, Pro Deo seizes 

oli} Upon the most agitated questions of 
of my} the hour, clarifies the issues at stake, 
Til) and demonstrates the Christian princi- 
fiews| ples underlying these issues. Thus, God 

mind Christian principles are brought 
) that] sharply to the attention of the modern 
@ pos} Masses, so greatly absorbed in the news 
urge Of the hour. 

2A profound and dynamic spiritual- 
q ity. “Be joyful in the idea of God, radi- 
‘| tal in the love of neighbor, fanatic in 
ay te will to spiritual conquest” is the 
» Deo slogan. 
gS A strict application of Thomistic 
piles and scholastic method to 
problems, for example, the 
ini of news according to the four 
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itual problems would cherish it in- 
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causes of its being. Those who are de- 
terred from the study of Thomism be- 
cause of its profundity, and -who accuse 
Thomists of dwelling in an “ivory 
tower,” will have their eyes opened by 
a perusal of Father Morlion’s book. 

Father Morlion sees our epoch as 
“the greatest opportunity in centuries 
for a world-wide revival of Christian- 
ity.” He explains, “the chastened masses 
are thinking now, and we have at hand 
the press, the radio, the movie and the 
forum as means for reaching the masses 
with Catholicism.” Pro Deo is seizing 
upon these modern means to achieve a 
world-wide revival of Christianity. To 
this end, International Centers of In- 
formation Pro Deo (INTERCIP) have 
been erected in nations of both hemi- 
spheres. 

Most of the book is devoted to ex- 
planation and illustration of the “Tech- 
niques Pro Deo,” the methods success- 
fully used by a handful of specialists 


to bring the light of the Gospel into 


all of human life through formation 
and direction of public opinion. — 

The Apostolate of Public Opinion re- 
flects faithfully the genius and dynamic 
zeal of its author, Like its author, the 
book covers a wide range of activities 
and confidently demands a world con- 
quest. Father Morlion, aware of the 
vastness of the work at hand, comments, 
“There is nothing wrong with the tasks 
described . . . but something is wrong 
with Christians if too few men stand 
up to take on the tasks which must be 
performed to save the world. ... . God 
has a way of asking men impossible 
things, and then making them possible.” 

We repeat: indispensable. 


a, i 


Recommends Roberts 


The Kenneth Roberts Reader 
DD, $3.00 
By J. Edward Nugent, C.S.P. 


In this excellent collection of Kenneth 
Roberts’ essays and excerpts from his 
historical novels you'll find more drama, 
intensity, humor, common sense and 
plain good writing than is to be found 
in a whole batch of the current year’s 
best sellers. All of which is just another 
way of saying that this sampler of Rob- 
erts’ work proves what many have long 
suspected: that Kenneth Roberts is one 
of the few top-flight authors on the 
American scene today. 





181 





Those who are familiar with Roberts’ 
rip-roaring adventure stories can renew 
their acquaintance here with many of 
the interesting characters of such well- 
established historical novels as Arundel, 
The Lively Lady, Northwest Passage 
and Oliver Wisweill. And as the reader 
walks once again with the men who 
fought the Revolution and the other 
early wars in America he will realize 
anew that no other novelist of the pres- 
ent writes of colonial days with such 
power, accuracy and color as Roberts. 
The reader feels no pain when he gets 
his history via Kenneth Roberts. 

Added to the historical episodes are 
a series of essays on cooking, student 
life at Oxford, how to write a novel, 
and a lot of other topics that the never 
idle Mr. Roberts finds of interest. There 
is one short piece on education that is 
packed with good sense. 

For those to whom the novels of Ken- 
neth Roberts are still’ and uncharted 
land this book will be the spur that 
will send them dashing off to the store 
to get his other books. Veteran Roberts 
fans will find themselves wishing they 
were discovering this most satisfying 
American writer for the first time. 


* +e 


Cardinal Newman 


John Henry Newman 
Charles F. Harrold Longmans, $3.50 


By Bonaventure Schwinn, O.S.B., Ph.D. 


For the centenary of Newman’s en- 
trance into the Church, Dr. Charles F. 
Harrold, Professor of. English at Ohio 
State University, has brought to a focus 
in John Henry Newman studies extend- 
ing over the past thirteen years, includ- 
ing one year he spent in England as 
Sterling Fellow of Yale University doing 
research for the present book, The sub- 
title, An Expository and Critical Study 
of His Mind, Thought and Art, accu- 
rately describes the nature of the work. 
It is not easy reading, not nearly so 
easy as John. Moody’s recent John 
Henry Newman, for example. The rea- 
son is that it is: not an ordinary biog- . 
raphy, although the first two chapters 
tell the story of Newman’s. life briefly, ° 
clearly, interestingly, and as well as it 
has ever been told in the same space. 
The other four sections are studies of 
Newman’s mind and of his intellectual 
and go davelagmaats: they are en- 
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sions in Criticism and Controversy,” 
‘‘Newman and His Art,” and “Newman 
and Our World.” 

Dr. Harrold has not only studied 
everything that Newman wrote, but he 
seems also to have read and digested 
everything of any importance ever writ- 
ten about Newman, including a num- 
ber of recent works in French. In his 
erudite command of the vast field of 
Newman literature, he gives countless 
quotations of what other critics have 
said and lapses into the literary man- 
nerisms of using too frequently the 
expression “As so-and-so points out.” 
In spite of the many quotations, the 
author’s opinions are always quite in- 
dependent, and he states them clearly. 

Although there are already a great 
many biographies and studies of New- 
man, the publication of the present book 
is amply justified, because it is a:criti- 
cism by an eminently fair-minded and 
understanding non-Catholic (Dr. Har- 
rold is an Episcopalian); it brings to- 
gether recent criticisms of Newman by 
Continental and American as well as 
British scholars; and it makes a num- 
ber of real contributions toward the 
better understanding of Newman’s rich 
and subtle mind and his sensitive and 
complex nature in the many difficult 
crises through which he passed. The 
most valuable chapters are those deal- 
ing with the merits and limitations of 
Newman’s educational philosophy in the 
light of modern developments in uni- 
versities and the ideas of such writers 
as Hutchins and Mark Van Doren, the 
refutation of the charge that Newman 
inspired and prepared the way for 
Modernists like Tyrrell and Loisy, and 
the most difficult of Newman’s books, 
An Essay in Aid of a Grammar of As- 
sent, of which an excellent analysis is 
given. Although the author disclaims 
competence to criticize in matters of 
religious controversy, the different sec- 
tions are remarkably equal in merit and 
afford a relatively complete picture of 
‘Newman. 

The reader is likely to be at first 
disappointed in Dr. Harrold’s detach- 
ment and his seeming lack of enthusi- 
asm for his subject, but before finishing 
the book, he will come to realize that 
this detachment is dictated’ by the cau- 
tion a true critic must exercise in order 
‘to render an unbiased judgment. The 
‘style is singularly unobtrusive, but the 
book contains flashes of unusual insight, 
as when the author says, “Fhe central 
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object, therefore, of all of Newman’s 
work was the rational and imaginative 
justification of existing orthodox Chris- 
tianity for educated men and for their 
responsible leaders;” and as, when com- 
menting on the great Cardinal’s motto, 
Cor ad cor loquitur, he says, “All of 
Newman’s work was addressed to his 
readers’ hearts.” 


x ww 


Who Walk in Pride 
Helene Magaret Bruce, $2.50 


By Hartnett T. Kane 


(Author of Plantation Parade, Bayous 
of Louisiana and other books. Dr. Mag- 
aret’s book was published last year.) 


A plot that moves at fast clip, and a 
shifting background of much rich color, 
are major advantages for any historical 
novel, and Miss Magaret, author of 
several volumes of poetry and the excel- 
lent biography De Smet, has provided 
both. She writes smoothly and well; she 
keeps her characters in a steady grip. 
Though the book has defects, the reader 
leaves it with the impression that ‘the 
author will do many others, of growing 
stature, in years to come. 

The scenes are, first, Paris at the 
time of the Revolution; then the St. 
Domingo that saw the uprising of the 
slaves and the attempt to establish a 
new society; finally, frontier America 
along the turbulent Ohio. Antoine De- 
jean, self-centered, arrogant son of a 
colonial planter, provides central char- 
acter and theme; the story in the main 
is his experience in a changing world of 
violence, lust and indecision. Its thesis 
is one of tolerance among men. 

In Paris, Antoine and his sisters take 
refuge from the revolutionists in the 
home of a frightened, not unkindly Jew. 
Then they return to their island home, 


. where they find that the uprisings in 


France have had their reverberations. 
Here, against the backdrop of social 
unrest, Antoine resumes his intrigue 
with a woman of mixed blood, con- 
tinues his old arrogance toward the 
classes beneath him; finally finds him- 
self in difficulties through his murder 
of an innocent Negro—an act for which 
the new regime can be expected to 
make him pay. Subplots concern 
adventures seeking to batten on the rev- 


‘olution, the status of the mulattoes, 


the burning and confiscation of the vast 
land holdings. Through it all several in- 
fluences seek, generally in vain to work 
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upon the shallow nature of the young 
wastrel: a thoughtful sister, an under. 
standing servant who is one of the 
book’s best characters, though unde 
veloped, and others. 

Under explosive circumstances, An- 
toine flees to America. There, under pio- 
neer conditions, a regeneration begins, 
He is saved by the Jewish merchant 
whom he had despised in Paris; he finds 
his contemptuous views of less privi- 
leged men undergoing a slow change. 
In remorse, he starts back to find those 
whom he had deserted, and meets death 
in a moment. 

The author fails now and then to 
realize the potentialities of her situa- 
tions; occasionally motivations appear 
unreal. Too, the main character is one 
with whom many will feel little sym- 
pathy. Despite these drawbacks, it is a 
quick yarn, convincing in its depiction 
of place and people, and _ generally 
effective. It makes the reader look for- 
ward with pleasure to her next one. 


ye 


My Beads 


Sweet, blessed beads! I would not part 
With one of you for richest gem 
That gleams in kingly diadem; 

Ye know the history of my heart. 


For I have told you every grief 
In all the days of twenty years, 
And I have moistened you with tears, 
And in your decades found relief. 


Ah! time has fled, and friends have 
failed’ 
And joys have died; but in my needs 
Ye were my friends, my blessed 
beads! 
And ye consoled me when I wailed. 


For many and many time, in grief, 
My weary fingers wandered round 
Thy circled chain, and always found 

In some Hail Mary sweet relief. 


How many a story you might tell 
Of inner life, to all unknown; 
I trusted you and you alone, 
But ah! ye keep my secrets well. 


Ye are the only chain I wear— 
A sign that I am but the slave, 
In life, in death, beyond the grave, 
Of Jesus and His Mother fair. ~— 
—From Father Ryan’s Poems. 
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“a Practical 
Christian” 
Time Remembered 


Laurie Hillyer Mac, $2.00 


This story of a family growing up and 
going to war is told by an author whose 
own sons and daughters were also in 
the service. New Englanders in both 
cases, there is a hint that some, at 
Jeast, of the story, which is in the form 
of a ten-year diary, may be of the 
author’s own family. 

Members of the supposed socially 
élite, detached from any of the deeper 
realities of life, the family drifts along, 


selfishly and superficially, observing the _ 


worldly amenities, mutually devoted, 
each to the others, with the usual varia- 
tions in characters and temperaments. 
The approach of war orients the fam- 
ily outlook on life—particularly that of 
the mother. The elder son’s ship is de- 
stroyed at Pearl Harbor. The daughter’s 
fiancé is killed later in ‘a sea battle, and 
the reaction of this boy’s mother fur- 
nishes an interesting feature. Shocked 
into thinking, this mother concludes 
that Christ’s teaching was really prac- 
tical. “Christ was a practical young 
man,” she remarks, “and losing Danny 
has made me a practical Christian.” 
(How very many there must be with no 
deeper insight!—and isn’t that the same 
thing we heard people saying about the 
lessons of the 1932 depressior?) 


Worth Noting 


The natural virtues receive proper 
attention. The second son was expelled 


from boarding school for an escapade - 


in smashing street lights. He had read- 


ily confessed his guilt at school, and 


told the truth about the matter.on his 
arrival at home. His father marched 
him back, paid the damages, got him re- 
instated on the strength of his straight- 
forwardness, and charged up _ the 
expense against the boy’s earnings of 
the following vacation. ~- 


x «ew * 
Infamous Disclosures 


The Ciano Diaries 


Count Galeozzo Ciano Doubleday, $4.00 


The most astounding documents to . 


tome out of the war, these historical 
Ttecords disclose the shameful depths 
to which tyrants can descend. 

_ Ciano was the Italian foreign minis- 
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ter and Mussolini’s son-in-law. After 
his execution his widow sold his diaries 
to the Chicago Daily News and sketchy 
excerpts have been. published in the 
newspapers. His indictments of Musso- 
lini, Hitler, Von Ribbentrop and other 


Germans and Italians are utterly damn- 


ing. Ciano’s admissions prove that he 
also was likewise without principles, 
willing to follow Mussolini’s orders al- 
though cynical as to’their wisdom. His 
actions belie his picture of self-right- 
eousness. 

Ciano says that Mussolini signed 
“The Pact of Steel” with the Germans 
in a fit of anger because “irresponsible 
foreign journalists” had reported Italian 
hostility to the Germans. I think that 
by that date Il Duce was in so deep 
that he saw no other way out. Nearly 
a year before that date a Florentine 
publisher said to me in Avignon, “Hit- 
ler’s got Mussolini in his pocket right 
now. Just watch and see.” Subsequent 
events seemed to prove that this Jewish 
publisher, then in exile in France, knew 
the score. 

Ciano’s diaries were probably written 
with the idea of later sale, but even so, 
they are as Sumner Welles has said, 
among “The most valuable historical 
documents of our time.” LCF. 


“2. m2 


A Fiction Expert 
Reviews 


Miss Warren’s Son 
Elizabeth Jordan A-C, $2.50 
By Demetrius Manousos, O. F. M. Cap. 


Disillusionment awaits the reader who 
sees a suggestion of wickedness in 
the title of Miss Warren’s Son. Miss 
Jordan’s book is just about the most in- 
nocent and most insignificant story one 
could imagine. 

The heroine is a young lady, clever 
and beautiful, of course. She has long 
desired to adopt a child, and gets her 
chance when one is temporarily aban- 
doned. by its starving mother. In meet- 
ing the child the heroine coincidentally 
also meets a young man— a discharged 
war hero just sufficiently damaged to 
excuse him from the army without de- 
priving him of the physical charms 
necessary for his part in the story. 

Miss Warren’s heart is quickened vio- 
lently with love for the child—a rather 
artificial little boy whom the author has 
tried to draw delightfully cute and suc- 
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ceeded in’ making surprisingly tiresome. 
The war hero’s heart is quickened vio- 
lently with love for Miss Warren, but 
Miss Warren finds him only mildly in- 
teresting—and so does the reader. 

In fact, it is difficult to be more than 
mildly interested in any of the char- 
acters. None of them are alive, and 
wax dolls soon grow tiresome. 

The reader is quite aware from the 
beginning that Miss Warren will marry 
the war hero in the end, although 
throughout he does not care very much 
whether she does or not. If Miss Jor- 
dan had written a mystery story, the 
reader could ignore her marionettes and 
be carried along by suspense. But with 
a plot as transparent as the one chosen, 
only intensely living characters can sus- 
tain interest, and the characters do not - 
live. 

They do not live because Miss Jordan 
insists on telling us what they feel, what 
they think, what they are, and forgets 
to let them feel, think, and be for them- 
selves. Besides, they all seem to talk in 
the same style the author uses for nar- 
ration, and there is very little variation 
in that. A shopping trip, an accident, a 
love scene—all are described in the 
same tempo, and consequently all are 
equally boring. 

Miss Warren’s Son is successful 
neither as art nor as melodrama. If 
anything, it is a woman’s book, a mod- 
ern business woman’s book: correct, 
superficial, and guardedly sentimental. 
Perhaps that is the audience that will 
appreciate it. 


* * 


On Reviewing Books 
Book Reviewing 

John E. Drewry Writer, $2.50 
By Riley Hughes, Providence College 
On the very first page the author in- 
dicates that his book is intended for a 
wider audience than one might predict 
for it from a glance at the title. Re 
marking that book reviews may be 
written, spoken, or silent, he reminds us 
that there can (and should be) as many 
reviewers of books as there are readers. 
“Book. reviewing,” he says, “can be a 
vocation, an avocation, or simply a 
form of literary appreciation, as per- 


_ Sonal and private as enjoying good 


music or the. stage.” 
For the general -reader as, reviewer 


there are definitions of the craft by 
leading reviewers, a discussion of the 
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media in which reviews appear, and a 
helpful chapter on the fine points of 
technique, with attention to such sub- 
topics as making notes, “‘mulling,” and 
reading speeds. Each of six chapters is 
devoted to a field of writing, viz.—bi- 
ography, history, contemporary thought, 
travel and adventure, fiction, and po- 
etry. Under each Dean Drewry—he 
teaches at the University of Georgia’s 
School of Journalism—discusses the 
terms and problems appropriate to that 
field. For example, in the chapter on 
biography he considers such types as 
authorized, debunking, and fictionized. 
Each of the chapters include’ the 
chief questions one should ask oneself 
about either form or content in each 
field of writing. 

Perhaps two of the most important 
and .interesting chapters are the one 
suggesting background and _ reference 
books for readers and reviewers and 
the chapter presenting reviews by six- 
teen nationally known critics. Book Re- 
viewing suffers somewhat from being 
largely compiled rather than written, 
and it lacks vigor in places, though 
never clarity. Still, it should prove a 
book of considerable value for the 
general reader concerned with books 
and for the student, on whatever level, 
called upon to prepare and write a 
book report. 


* * * 
Soviet Life 
Conducted Tour 
Ada Halpern S & W, $2.00 


“T have seen much in the U.S.S.R. and 
Soviet-occupied territories. I have en- 
dured much. . . . One impression only 
is indelibly imprinted in my mind... . 
the impression of the ubiquitos fear 
which permeates Soviet life. Fear of the 
authorities . . . fear of the people next 
door . . . fear of the night to come, 
which might be the last at home. Never 
before have I seen what such perma- 
nent fear can do to human beings—and 
‘I hope never to see it again.” 

- That is the last paragraph of a Polish 
girl’s record of the diabolically inhuman 
‘and irrational techniques of Russian 
‘Communism towards those whose only 
crime was that they were Polish and 
‘middle-class. It is the record, devel- 
oped from a diary, of one family’s ex- 
periences of the Soviet occupation of 
‘Poland and their ee deporta- 
‘tion in /hinter-Siberia. In her foreword, 
‘Eleanor Rathbone, mitheiber: of of British 
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Parliament, observes that “at the time 
of the deportation of—it is believed— 
well over a million Poles to Siberia and 
other parts of Russia, that country was 
not even at war with Germany nor even 
formally with Poland and now, four or 


five years later, vast numbers of depor- — 


tees are still in exile. .. .” 

The book is all the more harrowing 
—and all the more effective—by reason 
of the deliciously ironic and dispas- 


sionate humor of Miss Halpern’s style. - 


She is a brilliantly educated young 
woman, a mathematical scholar of some 
renown, and had every justification for 
hatred and bitterness of language. But 
satire is her weapon, and it thrusts 
deep. This book should be enjoined 
upon all who drool about Russian “de- 
mocracy.” 
* * * 


—TIo Save Shoe 
Leather 


Six Ways to Get a Job 

Paul W. Boynton Harper, $1.50 
A veteran of two wars, with an experi- 
ence record of 20 years in interviewing 
job hunters and a knack of writing 
clearly and forcefully, tells in this book 
that job-hunting is a sales campaign 
that requires intelligent planning and 
development. 

There is always a good market for 
good men, but most people don’t know 
how to look for the kind of job to 
which they are suited. The author can 
help anyone to avoid foolish mistakes 
and waste of time in finding a position. 
Perhaps he can also help those who 
think there are tricks that will not only 
find but also keep jobs they are not 
competent to fill. He speaks plainly. 
War Service, he says, will help to land 
a job, but it won’t do the work. The 
best for which anyone has a right to 
hope is that advancement will be pro- 
portionate to ability and effort. 

It is interesting to note that this 
experienced observer says: 

Ninety. per cent of the people who 
do not get a job, or who get one and 
lose it, or who remain in the same spot 
after they get one, owe their difficulties 
to personal traits, and only 10 per cent 
to, lack of ability. 

Sree ey prentee, he has this to 
say 

They fail because they are either too 
indifferent or too lazy to examine the 
cause of their failure and take steps to 
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remove it. Not one person in a hundred, 
to make a most conservative estimate, 
uses a quarter of his ability or makes 
more than a halfhearted effort to ad- 
vance himself. 

Nearly 40 years’ experience on the 
part of this reviewer confirms these 
statements. It also confirms my belief 
that the percentage of mentally lazy 
people is higher than that of the physi- 
cally lazy. Some 2,500 years ago Con- 
fucius stated that “In all things success 
depends upon preparation, and without 
such preparation failure is almost. cer- 
tain.” 

The statement applies to getting a 
job as well as to holding it, and right 
now these things are particularly im- 
portant. Those whose working experi- 
ence began within the last five or six 
years are unfortunate. They just don’t 
know what normal conditions are. Many 
of them have been kept on the job by 
being humored and petted as well as 
overpaid, and to imagine that such con- 
ditions can last indefinitely is about as 
realistic as believing that we can have 
Christmas every week. 

The idea was about the same at the 
end of the last war. But not quite. This 
time there is more of a feeling that 
people can get by without work, and 
there is a national debt just about ten 
times as great! 

Everyone who expects to earn his 
living should read this book. 

—J.C.T. 
* & 


Mark Twain 


Mark Tw f: 
Hannibal’ Zipagutre sae 


William C.S. Pellowe Hobson, $2.00 
By Cyril Clemens, President, 
International Mark Twain Society 
This entertainingly written book covers 
much new territory in the field of Mark 


. Twain lore. It traces the roots of his 
beliefs and maps the pilgrimage of his 


personal quest for an understanding of 
life. The emphasis is not so much upon 
Twain as literary artist as upon the 
unfolding personality back of his cre 


ative activity. The book evaluates for | 


the first time Twain’s intimate relation- 
ship with the main currents of nine 


ee century thought. 


‘Several new items of information ate 
presented: illuminating excerpts from 
old Hannibal papers; the actual words 
spoken ‘at the author’s burial servict, 
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anecdotes from the family of the doctor 
who attended Mark’s mother, and the 
words of an old: hymn that Twain 
memorized and sang at sea. 

A vivid picture is presented of the 
Hannibal of Twain’s boyhood. In its 
issue of December 12, 1849, a Hanni- 
bal paper had an editorial, entitled, 
“Spitting in Church”: “It is actually 
disgusting to see what a condition the 
male congregation leave our churches in 
every Sabbath. It seems as though the 
most of them attend for the express 
purpose of chewing enormous quantities 
of filthy tobacco—we think Gentlemen 
might abstain from chewing the nasty 
weed while they are in the temple of 
God—” 

In 1850, the population of Hannibal 
totaled 2,319; made up of 1,996 whites, 
282 slaves, and 41 free persons of color. 

“How did the black slaves manage 
to find life bearable?” pertinently asks 
Dr. Pellowe. “What kept them from 
doing away with themselves? It must 
be recognized that their adjustment of 
the Gospel to their needs often trans- 
formed, in their estimation, their physi- 
cal slavery into a glorious pilgrimage. 
Out of their travail came tremendous 
shouts as they pushed their way to 
Zion.” 

Mark’s mother loved to attend camp- 
meetings, and the author points out 
that one of the most remarkable fea- 
tures of the Western Revival Move- 
ment was the extraordinary physical 
phenomena that marked the camp- 
meeting services. Shouting and leaping 
were frequent; sometimes swooning oc- 
curred, developed into prolonged un- 
consciousness. Later came that strang- 
est of all phenomena—the jerks. It 
would begin in an individual at the 
camp-meetings with spasmodic jerkings 
of the forearm at short intervals. Later, 
it affected every muscle, nerve and ten- 
don of the body. The head of the 
jerker would fly violently backward 
and forward and from side to side with 
great rapidity, and the more the jerker 
tried to suppress the actions the more 
violently his twitches increased. Some- 
times as many as a thousand persons 
would be affected. simultaneously! 


»: Mark Twain’s. thoughts are well 


brought out by aptly chosen quotations, 
Here is one: 
“Every man is in his own person 


_ the whole human race, with not a detail 


lacking.‘ I am the whole human race 
. I shave: studied ‘the human race 
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with diligence and strong interest all 


these years in my own person; in my- 
self I find in big or little proportions 
every quality and every defect that is 
findable in the mass of the race....” 

The question of Mark’s pessimism is 
stimulatingly discussed. Mark, it seems, 
had his purely intellectual moments 
when pessimism claimed him entirely, 


to be followed by -long intervals when - 


his pessimism was placed to one side as 
though it never possessed him. It sug- 
gests also where the Christian answer 
to the problem of evil is to be found, 
namely, at the Cross, where undeserved 
suffering has its most dramatic pres- 
entation. The power of Love transmuted 
the event into a victory—the Crucified 
is not defeat 

“Calvinism is now an anachronism 
in American evangelical Protestantism,” 
states Dr. Pellowe, “and Mark Twain’s 
humor helped to make it such. He slew 


_ the old: doctrinal goblins with a burst 


of laughter. Theology has been sunnier 
since Mark Twain did some work upon 
it. Sunday Schools teach happier re- 
ligion since he caricatured their weak- 
nesses.”” 

Oe SS oe 


A Theological Classic 


The Mystical Body of Christ 

Friedrich Jurgensmeier, D.D. Bruce, $2.50 

By Rev. Joseph M. O'Leary, C.P. 
The original German edition of this 
work was published at Paderborn in 
1934. Several reprintings quickly fol- 
lowed, as theologians accepted the work 
as a classic in its field. Even the laity 
showed dn unusual interest in the work. 
An English translation by H. Gardner 
Curtis was published in London in 
1939, but the supply was soon ex- 
hausted. Bruce has done us a great 
service in making Dr. Jurgenmeier’s 
study once more available to American 
readers. 

The work was originally prepared 
for seminarians and priests, but in the 
latest German edition, from which the 
present translation was made, the 
author took “special pains” to make 
his volume somewhat less difficult for 


will probably. be taken to mean 
sively the religious state under vows. 
The original German should have been 
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translated as the “basic principle of 
spiritual (or ascetical) life,’ so as to 
include all who desire to make spiritual 
progress, in or out of Orders. 

The book has two parts. In the first 
part (something less than a third of 
the whole) we have a biblical-dogmatic 
presentation of the doctrine of the Mys- 


- tical Body of Ohrist. In the second 


part the author shows that this doctrine 
is the basic principle of individual spir- 
itual or ascetical life. 

In the biblical section, the author 
studies the Pauline Epistles as furnish- 
ing us the scriptural foundations of the 
doctrine. This section is very well done: 
clear, precise, succinct, and inspiringly 
suggestive. The Pauline teaching on the 
Headship of Christ as the Second Adam 
and on the Relation of the Holy Spirit 
to the Mystical Body of Christ is full 
and complete. Confirmation. is added 
from other parts of Sacred Scripture. 

The dogmatic section involves a 
study of Divine Grace as given to us 
in Adam but lost in original sin, to 
be restored through Christ the Second 
Adam, our Head in God’s plan or resto- 
ration. Christ is seen as our Mediator 
in the work of redemption and in the 
individual sanctification. of the Chris- 
tian believer. 

This first part of the work is written 
in a very compressed style that demands 
alert and patient reading; but the work 
will amply repay the efforts of the 
earnest reader. No work in English 
gives so much of biblical and dogmatic 
treasure in the compass of some 60 


pages. 

In Part II the author proceeds to 
what is the fundamental practical pur- 
pose of his work—to base the individual 
spiritual life of the Christian soul on 
the doctrine of the Mystical Body. A 


_ general principles of salvation through 


incorporation in Christ are seen as the 
foundation of all spiritual or ascetical 
life. 

‘The second section constitutes a spe- 
cial study of the actual, living incorpo- 
ration with Christ through Baptism; 
Confirmation, Holy Eucharist, and the 
other sacraments. The cultivation of the 
theological and moral virtues are mani- 
festations ‘of -the Christ-life.in us. Ob- 
stacles to racy ogy ies 
described against the background of 
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membership in Christ. A -supplement 
treats of devotion to the Sacred Heart, 
to the Blessed Virgin, and to the Saints, 
in the light of the general doctrine on 
the Mystical Body. 


This work is a theological classic. 
For the seminarian or priest it is an 
ideal gift, a source of profound and 
abiding inspiration. It is not beyond 
the reach of the serious and intelligent 
lay reader. Some difficulty may be en- 
countered in Latin (or Greek) refer- 
ences that have not been translated, but 
the essential meaning is never lost or 
obscured by these phrases. The source 
material indicated in footnotes is Very 
valuable; unfortunately, however, no 
mention has been made of English 
translations of such works (Garrigou- 
Lagrange, Prat, Adam). An analytical 
table of contents and an analytical in- 
dex help very much to a clear under- 
standing of the work as a whole, as 
well as being aids to reference and 
rereading. 


* & 


Supplies for ETO 


48,000,000 Tons to 
Eisenhower 

Inf. Journal, $2.00 
The war on the European front was 
won because the men who faced the 
guns of the enemy were supported by 
the men who moved mountains of 
supplies. 48,000,000 Tons to Eisen- 
hower is a record of the highlights of 
the almost unbelievable American ef- 
fort.. 


On D-day in Normandy more than 
half a million men were engaged in The 
Services of Supply—31 per cent of the 
whole Army of the European Theatre 
of Operations (ETO). Six times the 
tonnage was handled as‘in World War 
I. Fifty times as many German prison- 
ers: were handled. We lost three times 
as. much tonnage in motor vehicles as 
we had altogether in 1918. Deaths from 
disease were 31 times greater in World 


‘War I, and lost service from venereal 


disease 30 times greater. 


These are only a few of the statis- 
tics from this book, to which over a 
hundred writers contributed. Ten gen- 
erals read proof and criticized chapters, 
and one million copies were distributed 
in France. 
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Farming and Garden- 


ing for Better Heath 


Pay Dirt 


J. I. Rodale D-A, $3.00 


The use of chemical fertilizers has had 
a tremendous growth in recent decades. 
The result, according to the authorities 
quoted in this book, has been poorer 
health, increased medical expense, dan- 
gerous depletion of the soil, and even 
mental disorders. 

Chemically fertilized soils, says this 
author, produce less nutritious cereal 
grains and vegetables, and even eggs 
and milk are of poorer quality. The 
remedy is to get back to the use of 
animal manures, mixing the same with 
leaves, stalks and other materials now 
being burned to form “composts” that 
will restore to soil its exhausted 
elements. Since land is the basic capital 


of the nation, and health a most valua- - 


ble asset, this is a serious matter. 


The U. S. Department of Agriculture 
reported in 1938 that the fertility of 
61 per cent of our total soil area under 
crops had been completely or partially 
destroyed. 


Dr. Alexis Carrel in his book Man 
the Unknown says that we spend three 
and a half billions of dollars annually 
on medical care for dealing with dis- 
eases of various kinds, much of which 
would not have occurred had the resti- 
tution of the manurial rights of the 
soil received proper attention. 

There is no end to the interesting 
variations in the results reported. For 
example, a housewife was very highly 
complimented for her cooking ability 
when she prepared a chicken for a sick 
friend. It wasn’t the cooking, however, 
but the chicken—which had been prop- 
erly nourished. 

In both England and New Zealand, 
cases are reported of boys’ schools 
where the feedings were from vegetables 
grown with humus only. The taste and 
quality of the vegetables was better, 
and colds and other maladies, formerly 
common, completely disappeared. 

Molds, microbes and earthworms are 
gifts of Providence, which Science can- 
not copy, much less improve. But man- 
kind can assist, and must assist, and 
this book was written to help in under- 
standing the reasons and the necessity. 

There is a good bibliography. - 










“Contem plative” 
Collection 


The Treasure Chest 

ed. J. Donald Adams Dutton, $2.50 
Every bookman, it seems, has to do an 
anthology these days, or forfeit his lit- 
erary prestige—and most resulting an- 
thologies are just about as distinguished 
as their editors’ motives. The Treasure 
Chest, J. Donald Adams’ contribution 
to this field of endeavor, is, however, 
decidedly more interesting and merito- 
rious than most of its fellows, for the 
reason that its purpose was to bring 
together some of the best of English or 
English-translated contemplative prose. 

Knowing the calibre of Mr. Adams’ 
page in the New York Times book sec- 
tion, and his important survey of mod- 
ern letters titled The Shape of Books 
to Come (he was book editor for the 
Times for 18 years and he should 
know), one can be confident of his se- 
lection. Contemplation, of course, is a 
property—and today almost a monop- 
oly—of the Catholic way of life; and 
although Adams’ collection includes 
only a handful of Catholic thinkers 
(Chesterton and Donne among them), 
most of his excerpts are in the Catholic 
tradition. Truth, no matter who states 


’ it, is Catholic. 


A thoughtful, companionable book, 
but somewhat superfluous for the 
Catholic. 


x « & 


Protestant “Going My Way”? 
Paramount has bought the screen 


rights to The Gauntlet, and Publishers’ 
Weekly says “The Company that made 


* ‘Going my Way’ will now do for the 


Protestants what ‘they did for the Cath- 
olics, which ought to keep everybody 
happy.” 

x& ? ® 


A Good Gift for Bridal 
“Sh pwers’’ 


Mademoiselle’s Home-Planning | 
Scrapbook, $3.75, is a fine answer to 
the’ problem of what to give a young 
couple who. are thinking of building a. 
house at some time. Even if they’re 
only renting it’s worth ‘while in show- : 
ing what to look for, and the way to. 
plan and arrange. This book is highly 
unusual in the ideas it contains. 

















March, 1946 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


Surveying the Juveniles 


Boys and Girls 
Il to 15 


Gold of Glanaree 
Maura Laverty LG, $2.50 


Reviewed by Theresa O’Neil 


It is a distinct pleasure to read a 
book written by a really talented 
author. The book has charm, veracity, 
suspense, and vivid characterization. 
The mother, the old grandfather, the 
canal-boat captain, and old Aunt Sarah 
are unforgettable. “The children took 
to Aunt Sarah at once. She was a rosy 
old woman, as round and comfortable 
as a feather bolster, with a top-knot 
of white hair, and a double ration of 
chins.” 

Irish rural home life is delightfully 
portrayed from the supper scene with 
its hospitable Irish helpings, to the 
morning scene of the tipsy chickens. 
The three children are fun-loving and 
real. Buried treasure and underground 
passageways provide plenty of excite- 
ment in a well told story. 


Ry RR 


“Wop 8 yy”? 
Wopsy: The Adventures of 
a Guardian Angel 
Gerard F. Scriven, WWF. © 
Cat. Guild, $1.25 
Reviewed by Peggy O’Connor 
(Member staff of Youth Section, 
Our Sunday Visitor) 


There is danger in giving body and 
other material, physical qualities to an- 
gels. The whole story of Wopsy is 
poised on this danger. Children in the 
transition from the age of make- 
believe to that of testing reality some- 
times experience a disillusionment in 
regard to their guardian angels not dis- 
similar to .the _ there-ain’t-no-Santy- 
Claus and no-fairies revelations. Obvi- 
ously, angels are not on a level with 
fairies and Santa Claus. The child 
should be made to understand from the 
beginning that his guardian angel is a 
spirit, all spirit. Fancy and fantasy 
should be left to the characterization 
‘of fairies. 
_' Loving God intensely, as the solution 
to all problems, is one of the best 
- points in the book. Fr. Scriven should 
. have played this up more than he did. 


Horror of sin and what it does to the 
soul, is vividly brought out. 

Love of the Negro is a second, more 
subtle theme. Making children consider 
black shiny skin beautiful, is a new ap- 
proach. Wopsy’s second theme is an 
antidote to the prevalent Sambo con- 
ception of the Negro as humorous and 
ridiculous. 


BOYS AND GIRLS—8 TO 12 
Their Way 

Collected by Katherine W. Watson 

Whitman, $2.00 
If grownup authors haven’t yet, with 
one or two exceptions, learned how to 
adapt the glorious matter of the Faith 
to the form of imaginative writing, the 
same accusation could not be made of 
the new children’s literature. Children 
are getting all the breaks—to judge 
from some of the recent Juveniles that 
succeed in embodying in their incor- 
ruptible beauty the noble elements of 
Christianity. 

Case in point is this collection of 15 
story-hour stories assembled by Kath- 
erine W. Watson, head of the Children’s 
Department of Denver Public Library. 
They are quality stories, told or retold 
by some-of the finest artists going— 
Padraic Colum, Selma Lagerlof, Fran- 
cois Coppée—artists who know truth in 
its depths and have the secret of stat- 
ing it simply. 

Folk legend and documented fact are 
herein treated to the same loving ex- 
pression, and in each case the Catholic 
attitude and Catholic atmosphere are 
faithfully represented. The heroes are 
monks and saints and God’s simple folk 
and animals. There is only one false 
note—and that consists of four words 
that can be easily deleted by vigilant 
parent or teacher. The phrase is, “the 
great reformer, Luther,” and it occurs 
in the story of St. Elizabeth, who had 
sanctified the castle of Wartburg three 
centuries before Luther— who was 
neither “great” nor a “reformer”—in- 
habited it. 

Like all anthologies, this one has its 
high points, although one would be hard 
put to identify them, the general level, 
in the order of art and truth, being so 
high. Some of the best, however, are 
Lagerlof’s “Legend of the Christmas 
Rose,” Mary E. Wilkins Freeman’s 
“The Christmas Monks,” Ruth Saw- 
yer’s “The Christmas Apple,”:Gall’s and 


\ 
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Crew’s heart-warming story of a Bene- 
dictine and his St. Bernard—‘Barry,” 
and of course Coppée’s classic “Wooden 
Shoes of Little Wolff,” which is in- 
cluded also in Sr. Mariella’s very adult 
anthology, Our Father’s House. 


—M. E. E. 
BOYS 12-16 
Smoke Jumper 
Marjorie Hill HM, $2.00 


An exciting adventure story of a 
novice-parachuter of the Forest Service, 
who finally gets his chance to be a hero 
during a spreading fire in the trail-less 
fastnesses of the Montana woods. A 
competent work, one which we should 
be happy to recommend if only -author 
and publisher had taken into consider- 
ation the fact that highschool teachers 
have trouble enough trying to teach 
their boys to avoid rough language 
without the help of books like this. 
Youth needs no encouragement from 
the written word to enrich their vo- 
cabulary of vulgarisms. 


BOYS AND GIRLS 8-12 


Fiddlers’ Fair 

May Justus Whitmian, $1.25 

American tradition has another in- 
ning in May Justus’s newest story of 
‘the countryside of southeastern Ten- 
nessee—the story of two boy-fiddlers 
and a little girl who transcend a fam- 
ily feud for love of the music that is in 
their hearts. In spite of a certain awk- 
wardness in some of the episodes, the 
little story has plenty of charming side- 
lights on the folkways of the moun- 
taineers, and the excellent chalk- 
technique illustrations recapture the 
feel of fresh mountain air and the song 
of the free young fiddlers. 


HIGHSCHOOL AND UP 


The Piasts of Poland 

Antoni Gronowicz Scribner, $2.50 - 7 

This purports to be an introduction. {| 
to Polish history and civilization, as 
told in terms of the dynasty of the 
Piasts. The idea is very clever, the ma- 
terial is abundant and freshly-turned, 
and the book is ingeniously designed, © 
with marvelous offset photography; but _ 
the text is impenetrated with not-too- 
‘subtle propaganda in favor of Poland’s 
noble-hearted neighbor—Soviet Russia. 
Some of the propaganda is downright 
naive, as when the author attempts to 
whitewash the forced removal to Si- 
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beria of so many Polish citizens whose 
only crime, as Ada Halpern makes so 
radiantly clear in her Conducted Tour, 
was that they were Polish and middle- 
class. We aren’t satisfied either with 
the author’s account of the Christian- 
ization of Poland. 


BOYS AND GIRLS 
Primary Grades - 

Our Lady and the Aztec 

Josephine M. O'Neill SAG, $1.00 

The history of Juan Diego, the hum- 
ble Mexican Indian, and his encounters 
with the Mother of God has been re- 
counted more than once, yet this new 
treatment is not redundant. It is a 
child’s story of the miraculous goings- 
on of Tepeyac Hill, told simply, rev- 
erently, swiftly, by an author who has 
mastered the art of writing for children 
without “writing down.” (Miss O'Neill, 
_ incidentally, is a sister of Theresa 
| O'Neill, one of BOT’s board of experts.) 

The book itself is a joy to handle, 
excellently designed and made. Type- 
face is large and attractive, and the 
bright red “rubrics” help, too. The 
black-and-red illustrations’ by ‘Justin 
McCarthy, O.F.M., reflect the brilliance 
and starkness of the Mexican landscape, 
but we wonder if their sophistication 


might not reduce their appeal for the. 


young child-reader for whom the book 
was intended. 
—M.E.E. 


HIGHSCHOOL AND UP 


The Splendor of Good Manners 
Sisters of St. Rose Convent ‘Author, 50c 
One’s first thought might be that the 

glorious word “splendor” is being over- 
worked in the books these days; but 
after examining this handbook of in- 
terior and exterior etiquette for young 
men and women, one’s second—and bet- 
ter—thought is that nothing but “splen- 
dor” would do in this case. 

' Based on the premise that good mor- 

als are always good manners, and that 

thoughtlessness means lack of thought, 
the booklet emphasizes throughout the 
between rectitude of 

* soul and its outward manifestation in 

) graceful, agreeable behavior. 

. The exhortations are brief, staccato, 

uncompromising, and delivered in the 

second person singular. The range of 

_ topics—from eating lobster to addres- 
sing the President—is amazing, consid- 

ering the size of the brochure. Within 

its compass, the wisdom ladled out 





BOOKS ON TRIAL 


should be sufficient to carry one with- 
out casualty from the first tortured 
days of adolescence to a poised, mature, 
Christlike adulthood. 

According to the foreword by Bishop 


- McGavick of LaCrosse, from whose See 


City this vade mecum issues, a copy of 
the book is presented to senior boys and 
girls in all the Catholic highschools of 
his diocese, Perhaps if this practice be- 
came more general, a new kind of 
Catholic—worthy of his legacy of grace 
and beauty in art and life — might 
people the next generation. 

—M.E.E. 


BOYS AND GIRLS 4-8 

Flicka, Ricka, Dicka and 
a Little Dog 

Maj Lindman Whitman, $1.00 

No. 1 spot—or close to it—in the 
list for first and second graders is 
bound to go to the latest (the 6th) in 
the “Flicka, Ricka, Dicka” series— 
this time concerned with a little dog 
they adopted when he knew enough to 
come in out of the rain—at least as 
far as their doorstep. All the elements 
that have made the other titles in this 
series the successes they have been are 
here in abundance—the wholesome 
charm of the little Swedish trio, the 
big black typography, and unsophisti- 
cated but effective drawings in all the 
primary colors. 


BOYS AND GIRLS 8-13 


Petar’s Treasure 

Clara Ingram Judson HM, $2.00 

A well-conceived and eventful story, 
refreshingly novel by reason of both 
its locale (Biloxi, Miss.) and its protag- 
onists (a family of poor, innocent, but 
thoroughly charming Dalmatian immi- 
grants). Their experiences in a new 
land with its strange language and 
customs are skillfully integrated in a 
plot that winds ‘up thrillingly with 
Petar’s discovery of buried treasure on 
an island that was once a pirates’ hide- 
out off the coast of Biloxi. 


BOYS AND GIRLS 8-12 

Adventure: Rare and Magical 
Selected by Phyllis R. Fenner Knopf, $2.00 
The new practice of adverting to 
classic sources for the content of chil- 
dren’s books seems to be one of the 


most encouraging notes about the new 

Juveniles. Thus, Phyllis R. Fenner, an — 
hand at collecting classics 

and potential classics among folk of 
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literature, has assembled in the present 
work a very interesting group of 
middling-long stories, some foreign, 
some domestic, some ancient, some as 
modern as the “little green car” whose 
favorite expletive was ‘My gears-and- 
gasoline!” Youngsters and. their par- 
ents will find enjoyment in these well- 
told twice-told tales. 


BOYS AND GIRLS 8-12 
The Mitchells 
Hilda van Stockum Viking, $2.50 


This latest of Mrs. Marlin’s succes- 
sion of irrepressible transcripts of life- ’ 
-in-an-average-family has to do with 
the vicissitudes of the temporarily fath- 
erless Mitchells and their contributions 
to the war effort. Anyone who lived in 
Washington during the war will vouch 
for the authenticity of the detail, and 
anyone who has ever met Hilda Van 
Stockum Marlin will understand how 
she manages to knock off one uproari- 
ous story after another. It is because 
she writes as she is—and she is com- 
pletely natural, completely herself, 
completely Catholic, alive, amused, and 
keenly responsive in every situation. 
Children will love The Mitchells be- 


cause they will recognize themselves 
in it. 


BOYS AND GIRLS 8-12 
Cottage on the Curve 
Mary Lamers Bruce, $1.75 
From almost any angle—of plot, 
writing, message, or suspense _ this 
chronicle of the Murray children’s, sum- 
mer on the lake just does not hold its 
own with some of the Juveniles that 
pass under our eye. It is too mild, the 
issues are too inconsequential, the de- 
velopments too obvious, the style too 
colorless. Not. that we recommend vio- 
lence, but children are entitled to— 
and in fact—-demand that certain 
sparkle that gives all good literature 
its radiance. Nevertheless, it was a ~ 
good start, and both publisher and au- 
thor deserve our gratitude for driving 
another Catholic wedge into the secular 
Juvenile monopoly. 


BOYS AND GIRLS 8-12 

St. Nicholas’ Travels 

Hertha Pauli HM, $2.00 
_ A delightful presentation of the facts 
about St. Nicholas, the miracle-working 
bishop of Asia Minor who is known in 
this land, through a sort of transmogri- . 
fication of character, as Santa Claus. ° 
Miss Pauli has several: times. earlier. 
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endeared herself to all of us for her 
expert and glowing stories on other 
Catholic topics, and this item is strictly 
up to standard. The illustrations, -in 


pen and a lovely icy-blue wash, were © 


factorial in making this one of the 
nicest Juveniles of this or any season. 
bg bs * 


BOYS AND GIRLS— 
Primary Grades 
Rosary Stories for Little Folk 

Sister M. Jean, O.P. Bruce, 36c 
Not a new publication, but ever green, 
is this booklet of fifteen illustrated 
stories for minims on the Mysteries of 
the Holy Rosary. Planned with one eye 
on the linguistic limitations of first and 
second graders and their attachment to 
primary colors, and one eye on the inef- 
fable content of the Rosary devotion, 
this booklet has proved its popularity 
with the children and its usefulness to 
their teachers and parents. 

The practice. of meditating on the 
Mysteries is receiving new impetus from 
the publicity currently trained upon 
Lourdes, Fatima, and Guadalupe, and 
this little work gives children the cor- 
rect approach to this most effective of 
prayers. 

* > a 
GIRLS—9 TO 16 
Clorinda of Cherry Lane Farm 
Caroline R. Stone Liveright, $2.00 


The Clorinda of this excellent story is 
the eldest daughter of the numerous 
and colorful Cobbs, a family of migrant 
workers who, victims of the economic 
prodigality of our country and their 
own whimsicality, have “come down” 
considerably, When we first meet Clor- 
inda they are in the act of abandoning 
their sharecropping in Texas for a more 
promising agricultural project in Mich- 
igan. 

Clorinda is a loving, thoughtful, gen- 
erous-hearted girl who is troubled about 
their general insecurity. Her concern 
earns dividends, for through her inge- 
nuity, courage, and a real sacrifice, she 


—suceeds in establishing her family on 


their own farm in Michigan, so that the 
American saga of “pushing on” that is 
epitomized in the Cobbs comes to a 
glorious cadence. 

There are sound values to this work. 
The determination to overcome handi- 
caps of poverty and ignorance through 
personal courage instead of chance or 


government subsidy, is vividly but art- 


fully dramatized. The inherent nobility 


‘:and potential importance of even the . 
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dispossessed are pointed up in refresh- 
ing contrast to the rancorous and unre- 
generate anonymity of the “little men” 
of Steinbeck and Co. Miss Stone’s char- 
acters are real people. And the writing 
is alive, sympathetic, and humorous. 
The dialogue is usually almost irrepro- 
ducibly illiterate, but the readers of 


this book will be old enough not to be - 


influenced by it.. —M..E. E. 
> I Sasa 
The Flying Reporter 
Lewis E. Theiss 


10 to 14 years; Wilcox, $1.00 
By Richard Butler, O. P. 


An exciting and adventurous story that 
should have strong appeal for romantic 
youngsters. The writing is in the true- 
blue Algerish vein and a bit mediocre, 
but the thrilling escapades of Jimmy 
Dale, flying reporter, make up for styl- 
istic deficiencies, There is the one ob- 
jection of presenting a “nice bad char- 
acter,” in ‘this instance a rum-runner 
with a heart of gold. This book is in 
a dollar-series, a good financial innova- 
tion in the juvenile field. It isa reprint 
of a 1929 edition and is part of a series 
about this fictional aviator-hero. 


* * * 
Boys—I2. to 15 
North Fork pos 
Doris Gates Viking; $2.00 


This is a wholesome story of a some- 
what spoiled. city boy who goes to live 
in a,small rural community. in the 
Northwest. Of course. he feels superior 
to the local inhabitants, most of whom 
aré of Indian descent, and of course 
the local people show up his many, but 
not ineradicable, failings. However, the 
lad is made of good stuff and when we 
leave him at the end of the story, he 
is well on the road to. becoming a rug- 
ged Western “he-man.” 

It is a good story of contrasts and of 
adjustments. 

—T. O'N. 
* *e 


Boys and Girls— 
9 to 12 


Rainbow’s End + 
Berta and Elmer Hader Mac, $2.00 


Reviewed by Theresa O'Neil 
A delightful old ship’s carpenter with 


‘the engaging name of Toby Tubbs de- 


cided that it was time for him to retire 


__ cision than the ship struck a reef, and © 


~ 




















to a snug harbor on shore. His cat, with “4 
whom he talked the matter over, agreed, | 
but no sooner had they made the de- | 


went down. Toby and Blackie were 
washed up on an inlet on the coast of 
Maine, on the very spot, Toby decided, - 
upon which he would have chosen to 
build his little home, if he had known 
about it. 
The kindly old man soon won the 
friendship of the entire village, for — 
he helped everyone from a child witha 
broken toy to a widow whose cow had 
fallen into a well. Even wild creatures 
of the near-by woods found refuge with 
the old man. All finally unite in doing — 
a favor for Toby who was so busy that ~ 
he never had time for himself. 
It’s a mellow kindly tale of homey - 
folks with a real spirit of neighborli- 
ness. Instead of worrying modern chil- ~ 
dren about world affairs it might be 
a good idea to let them think of good 
neighborliness on home grounds. 


“ 


* * * 
Thar She Blows 
Everitt Proctor Westminster, $2.00 


Here’s a good salty sea yarn, both en- | 
tertaining and informative, which will | 
appeal especially to adventure-loving © 
boys. The. young New England hero | 
stows away on a whaler, which he be- © 
lieves belongs to his merchant-father. 
But it turns out to be a rival schooner, _ 
captained by an avaricious Bligh-like — 
character who had been previously dis- — 
charged by the lad’s father for his cruel ° | 
treatment of seamen. There’s the con- ~ 
flict, and at that it’s only one of them. © 
Attempted mutiny, shipwreck in the © 
Arctic ice flow and many a hair-raising | 
account of actual whaling, charge this’ 
story with sharp lights and few shad- © 
ows. The narrative is skillfully written ' - 
by a recognized master in the juvenile 4 

field. R.B. | 
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REVIEW EXCERPTS x COMMENTS x RATINGS 


Review excerpts are reprinted without prejudice to any reviewer, publisher or author. 


The following are among the more important books of a 
general nature recently published. Title, author, publisher 
and price is shown, followed by one or more pertinent review 
excerpts from leading publications, or by Comments or 
Ratings or brief descriptions furnished by members of our 


own Staff. ; 


These pages are therefore useful as a sort of current 


catalog. 


Adventure in Diplomacy 

Kenneth Pendar DM, $3.00 
Louis J. A. Mercier in The Sign: “... Pendar 
. .. had a hand for a year and a half in the 
preparation of our African landing and an 
intimate view of all the consequent intricate 
relations with the French and Arab leaders. 
He writes fluently, candidly, and, at times, 
indiscreetly .. . 

“*Petain, to North Africa, was the spirit of 
France, carrying on in an hour of darkness. 
... Darlan .. . was not a traitor to France... . 

“. .. the villain in the play? . . . De Gaulle 
. . » personally ambitious and, to gain his 
ends, fomented friction among Frenchmen, 
between the United States and Great Britain, 
and vice versa . . . fascinating, indispensable 
reading.” 


Again to the North 
Compton MacKenzie 


Sixth novel in a series. Rec. WR. 


DM, $2.75 


ture in an Unstable Economy — 

Theodore W. Schultz McG-H, $2.75 
The Commonweal: “This thorough analysis of 
the business aspects of the farm picture is not 
optimistic. . . . Surpluses and ruinously lower 
prices continually threaten the American farm- 
er; that is certainly his prospect in the near 
future. 

“ . . he is much more concerned with 
farming as a strenuous business rather than 
as a desirable way of life. But his facts cannot 
be ignored. 

“_.. This plainly factual book cannot be 
overlooked by anyone seriously interested in 
i farm problems or our national farm 

” 


i 


The Anatomy of Peace ; 
Emery Reves Harper, $2.00 


The attempt of this political tract is to show 
that our technical development, together with 






School ° 


Abbreviations used: E—Excellent ~ 
C-I—Current Interest - 
TFA—Too Far Advanced * 
DM—Doubtful Merit - 
Unfavorably reviewed or regarded - 


Objectionable’ + DIS—Disapproved - 


F—Favorable 
H.S.—Satisfactory for High 
A—For Adults 
WR—With Reservations - U— 
O—Offensive or 
REC—Recom- 


mended * REV—Reviewed * MSO—Mature Students Only 
FIO—For Information Only. 


be our protection, just as we are now pro- 
tected from murder and theft. One may raise 
plenty of objections to the thesis, nevertheless 
the book deserves study. 


Aragon: Poet of the French Resistance 

ed. Josephson and Cowley DS&P, $2.00 
William A. Donaghy in America: “.. . curi- 
ous and confusing . . . to see him billed as 
the ‘Poet of the French Resistance’ was, to 
say the least, something of a shock. ... Though 
there is relatively little explicit Communistic 
propaganda in the volume . . . one gets the 
impression that the French David against the 
German Goliath was armed with a hammer 
and a sickle. . . . 

“A most fascinating and moving book to 
read, this is a difficult one to review. ...” 


Arch of Triumph 

Erich Maria Remarque A-C, $3.00 
Anne Fremantle in The Commonweal: “.. . 
The whole novel is neat as nice knitting, and 
the dialogue is crisp, but not coarse, and al- 
ways beautifully in key. .. .” 


The Sign: “. . . bleak, subtle, horrifying . . . 
the author’s estimate of human nature .. . no 
moral meaning. . . .” 


The Catholic World: “The blurb . . . de- 
clares that ‘Remarque in this stirring new book 
reaches the heights.’ As a matter of fact he 
reaches the depths in a nauseating hodgepodge 
of blatant atheism, gross immorality and 
planned murder. .. .” 


Before the Sun Goes Down 
Elizabeth M. Howard Doubleday, $2.75 


Not worth reading. Cheap. Offensive. 


The Beleaguered City 

Alfred Hoyt Bill Knopf, $3.00 
F. J. Gallagher in America: “While scarcely 
the ‘rich and stirring saga’ of the dust-cover 
blurb, Beleaguered City is an interesting and 
gossipy account of everyday life in Richmond 
during the four years it was the besieged 
Capital of the Confederacy. . . . Not only an 
interesting and exciting story but a warning 
which should strengthen our will to peace.” 


Behold Your King 
Florence Bauer Bobbs, $2.75 


Precious Blood Messenger: “. .. not.a great 
novel, but it is interesting, despite its length, 


inspirational and highly informative. It reveals 
a painstaking study of the life and customs 
of our Savior’s day.” 


Benjamin Franklin’s Autobiographical 
Writings 

ed. Carl Van Doren Viking, $5.00 
The author of a popular Franklin biography 
has here made selections including material not 
previously published. Franklin’s manifold ac- 
tivities discussed in his own words. 


The Best Plays of 1944-1945, and 
The Year Book of the Drama in 
America 

ed. Burns Mantle DM, $3.00 
Euphemia V. R. Wyatt in The Catholic World: 
“. .. @ very full record. Even the lowliest 
production is duly and, at times, it seems too 
copiously noted. . . . The record which Mr. 
Burns Mantle has kept so faithfully of the 
current theater in America since 1919, with 
its condensed version of the ten best plays, 
and casts and synopses of the others, has 
stored up for him a debt of gratitude with 
compound interest. His book is a far more 
practical record than Mr. Nathan’s but with- 
out the latter’s flavorsome background. . . .” 


Beyond Personality 

C;S. Lewis Mac, $1.00 
Thought: “This should be the best of the 
Lewis books ... he enters as strongly and 
sympathetically into the Spirit of Christ as 
in the caustic satire of The Screwtape Letters 
he caught and embodied the spirit of Satan. 
He definitely allies himself with the foes of 
creedless Christianity.” 


Dominicana: “. . . a consideration of the na- 
ture of the Triune God, the Incarnation, and 
their consequences with regard to us. Despite 
the loftiness and elusive character of the sub- 
ject-matter, the author has succeeded as usual 
in transferring these conceptions into the 
popular idiom. Replete with examples, this 
book falls within the competence of the aver- 
age reader.” 


Big Distance 
Donald Hough and Elliott Arnold DS&P, $3.00 
Joseph Huttlinger in America: “. .. one. of 


the first of a very new and superior type of 
war book. . . . Two experienced novelists have 
distilled the best, most human and most essen- 
_ tial facts in the Army Air Forces Pacific fight- — 
ing and woven them into a most appealing 
’ story. . . . Scores of anecdotes, both new and 
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excellent ones, are included for good reading. 
Even the inveterate hater of war books may 
take up this one and enjoy it.” 


& 


Bound with Two Chains 
Alexander Janta Roy, $2.50. 
Joseph Roubik, S.J., in America: “. .. an- 


other interesting narrative of his life as a 
prisoner of war in Germany. His former 
work, I Lied to Live, told of his capture and 
the first phase of his prison life on a German 
farm. Bound with Two Chains may be called 
the sequel. . . . A temperate, picturesque and 
well written story.” 


Brideshead Revisited 


Evelyn Waugh LB, $2.50 
The Sign: “.. : texture and depth of the 
most impressive kind... . . The bony structure 


. . « is the persistence, the power, and the 
strange flowering of the Faith in lives crowded 
and choked with things at variance with the 
Faith. ...” 


Bright Star or Dark 

America: “...% an implied retractation of the 
indescretions and pedagogical follies of Harvad’s 
one-time president, Charles W. Eliot .. . it 
will put [heart] into the conservatives of our 
educational commonwealth . . . [contains] 
two germinal ideas . . . that ‘general educa- 
tion’ (‘the continuance of the liberal and hu- 
mane tradition’) should be made available to, 
not the relatively few, but the great majority 
of each generation . . . and that ‘the student 
in high school, college and graduate’ school 
must be concerned, in part at least, with the 
words “right” and “wrong” in both the ethical 
and the mathematical sense’. ... 

“By and large, the importance of General 
Education in a Free Society lies more in the 
influence it will wield as a Harvard Report 
than in the conclusiveness of its educational 
positions.” : 


Building Lenin’s Russia 


Simon Liberman a Chicago, $3.00 
The Sign: “. ; . Liberman described himself 
as a friend of the Russian revolution but not 
a Communist. . . . His book is a curious mix- 


ture of self adulation and a desperate defense 
of the Communist system against the charge 
of being a failure. . . . Many interesting parts 
. . . will appeal to the student of the early 
days of the Communist revolution. ...” 


Chief Justice Stone and the 
Supreme Court 

Samuel J. Konefsky Mac, $3.00 
America: “... . The author thinks that Chief 


Justice Stone’s greatest contribution has been 
his emphasis upon the constitutional guaranty 
of ‘liberty of the mind’ evidenced in his 
famous dissent in . . . the so-called ‘flag 
salute’ case. 

“Within the limits of the purpose ...a 
creditable though preliminary analysis of Chief 
Justice Stone’s judicial accomplishments... ..” 


The Ciano Diaries, 1939-1943 —s_—. 
ed. Hugh Gibson Doubleday, $4.00 

America: “Truth is not only stranger than fic- 

tion, but is,sometimes stronger than propa- 
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ganda..The. admissions and charges of the 


author of these diaries constitute against Mus- . 


solini and Hitler a case that makes former 
Allied indictments seem almost reticent. The 
book is an historical document of prime im- 
portance for studying the genesis of the war. 
It is also a terrible demonstration of how a 
great people can be martyred by men of 
shabby moral stature. ...” 


Dark Was the Wilderness 

P. W. O’Grady and Dorothy Dunn Bruce, $2.00 
Neil Boyton in America: “. . . a novel that 
starts slowly and gets decidedly better as its 
plot unfolds, . . . When the two brothers, again 
and again, ‘say it with flowers’ in the book’s 
opening chapters, the tendency in this atomic- 
bomb age is to skip those pages and come to 
the martyrdoms....” 


John S. Kennedy in The Sign: “... The 
reader’s interest is engaged by the subject mat- 
ter. This is all true, and it abounds in drama 
and heroism. But there is nothing of the 
novelist’s art in the presentation of the factual 
material. Of that the authors either know 
nothing or command nothing. A more clumsily 
done novel is scarcely conceivable.” 


The Death of Virgil 


Hermann Broch Pantheon, $5.50 


Max Fischer in The Commonweal: “...1 . 


was hypnotized by the story’s deep metaphysi- 
cal background. . . . I found some sublime 
artistic merits in the language. . . . And the 
subject of the book: the last days of a poet. 
. . - Is it not a subject of the greatest cali- 
ber? Though . . . a cross between a.novel and 
a. philosophical * discourse, it seemed to me 
much more praiseworthy than the trivial 
novels of our time. 

« ", . But .°. . trying’to remember what 
I had read, I made the shocking discovery that 
I had not been enriched by new inward life 
as when: truly great books enrich one... . 
The figurés . . . reniuin shadows of an unreal 
world. 


“I think it more useful to commiinicate 
these simple experiences than: to scribble some 
sophisticated humbug about the alleged genius 
of Mr. Broch so advertised by friends of this 
Austrian-born author of hitherto ‘mediocre 
psychoanalytical novels. . . . I prefer to be 
stupid and honest than bluff with the bluffers. 
. . - I do not think Broch’s writing is as 
mystical as he and his admirers believe. I sus- 
pect it is only rhetorical. ...” 


od 


Discovering Plato 
Alexandre Koyre 
Dominicana: “The purpose . . . [is] to ex- 
plain to the interested student the intricacies 
of Plato’s literary style and, at the same time, 
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The Dream of Descartes 

Jacques Maritain Phil. Lib., $3.00 
The Witness: “Maritain the Thomist has done 
an unforgettable service in presenting the 
Cartesian French philosopher in a way that 
is appealing by reason of its stout contrasts: 
he sides up the intellectually vigorous Aquinas 
next to the sturdily skeptical Descartes, and 
this contrariety gives the discourse its greatest 
value as a contribution to philosophic studies.” 


The Egg and I 
Betty MacDonald Lipp., $2.75 
Paul J. Phelan in America: “. . . too much 


profanity and too much clinical and outhouse 
ehbu..% 


Federalism and Regionalism in Germany 

Arnold Brecht Oxford, $2.50 
America: “. . . Part of a research project on. 
Germany’s position in European postwar re- 
construction, conducted by the New School 
for Social Research with the support of the 
Rockefeller Foundation. . . . On the whole 
..« . Suggestions are entirely sound and should 
be considered favorably by all who realize 
that Europe cannot be saved from utter dis- 
integration if Germany is to be left in a state 
of anarchy and without proper resources for 
reconstruction. ...” 


Focus 

Arthur Miller 
The Sign: “theme .: . 
anti-Semitism . . . almost wholly improbable, 
but affecting... 

“Newman has eye trouble. . . . This reaches 
the point where he cannot see without glasses. 
But glasses make him look Jewish. His em- 
ployers and neighbors . . . turn hostile. .. . 

“... . For the most part, this novel is . 
laboriously contrived and far-fetched. Anyone 
seriously concerned about anti-Semitism will 
recognize that Mr. Miller has done the cause 
of justice and charity a serious ice in 
suggesting that anti-Semitism in America is 
almost exclusively the doing of Catholics. ...” 


Football: Facts and Figures 

ed. Dr. L. A. Baker F&R, $5.00 
This is a big book that should be of un- 
limited use to reference librarians, to coaches 


fascination of every compendium << statistics 
and the merit of being about 9- . oinprehensive 


and extensive as a book 2 ut football can = ~ 


conceivably be. The intr:.: ction was con- 
tributed by the veteran sports expert, Grant- 
land Rice. 


Forever China 

Robert Payne DM, $3.50 
Joseph P. Ryan in The Catholic World: “... 
not another war record . . . the diary he kept 
between December, 1941, and.April, 1944. The — 
scene of action is southwest China, when that 
country was cut off from the rest of the world. © 
. - » It will be read and re-read with profit 
and-pleasure.” 














192 





























































vignettes, episodes, interviews—bear the stamp 
of personal impressions. . . . The author is 
shrewdly understanding of China’s past and 
conversant with its present....” 


Forever Possess 

Alexandra Phillips ’ Dutton, $2.75 
A good historical novel of early Colonial New 
York, 


For Thee the Best 

Mark Aldanov Scribner, $2.50 
Max Fischer in The Commonweal: “.. . With 
an overdose of psychology and in a macabre 
mood the author offers some disillusioning 
glimpses of the political world during the last 
decade of the poet’s life. Byron . . . In the 
hands of a great writer it might be a sublime 
irony to look at tragic historical events after 
the manner of a Sancho Panza, at once elevat- 
ed and debased by his somewhat ominous 
profession of spying for any nation that pays 
him best. But with Aldanov it falls flat... 
There is no philosophy of history in his book 
. «. Only one minor episode .. . that gives 
a certain historical and personal atmosphere 
. .. the scene of the two British big shots, the 
Duke of Wellington and Lord Castlereagh: the 
dignified old men who hold in their trembling, 
senile hands the greatest power of their time— 
and the Duke of Wellington suddenly realizing 
that his friend, the foreign Secretary is a 
lunatic. ...” 


Freedom Under Planning 

Barbara Wootton N. Car. U., $2.00 
The Sign: “.. . a book for thoughtful readers 
who realize modern democracy’s social respon- 
sibilities. While it would be more interesting 
were it not written against a British back- 
ground, this fact detracts little from its dis- 
cussion of basic principles. . . . The author 
knows where planning should stop, showing 
no intention of having the state do more than 
thoughtfully prepare for and stand ready to 
compensate for the vagaries which arise in 
economics under private enterprise... .” 


The Free State 
D. W. Brogan Knopf, $2.00 
The Sign: “Bepousing the premise thst the 


free state is the best form of government con- 
ceived by man, D. W. Grogan probes the 
reasons why Germany has never achieved this 
state of perfection in the past and is not 
likely to attain it in the near future... 
“Prof. Brogan’s contribution, in the dual 
role of historian and social philosopher, is to 
reveal the outstanding efficiency of the free 
state in fostering ‘life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness,’ the ultimate aim of any form 


Frederick J. Hoffman LS.U., $4.00 
Dominicana: “. a clever, scholarly and 
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the less rational and more animal they be- 
come.” 


French Literature and Its Masters 

George Saintsbury Knopf, $3.00 
Mason Wade in The Commonweal: “ ... bril- 
liant essays’. . .an admirable guide to the 
riches of French literature . . . Saintsbury’s 
charmingly informal bibliographies which in- 
duce rather than discourage further study, 
have been brought up to date by the editor, 
though in somewhat hasty and unsatisfactory 
fashion.” 


The Friendly Persuasion 

Jassamyn West HB, $2.50 
Mary L. Dunn in America: “.. . Eliza and 
Jess make their marriage a beautiful com- 
panionship, in spite of the differences in their 
temperaments. .. . 

“. . . mot only ‘rich with lovely gleams’; 
it is rich in sensitive delineation of character, 
in appreciation of the beauties of nature, in 
understanding of fine aspirations, in gaiety and 
wit, and in such beautiful prose that a re- 
viewer is strongly tempted to quote passage 
after passage.” 


The Germans in History 
Hubertus su Loewenstein Columbia, $5.00 
Wilhelm Solzbacher' in The Sign: “.. . the 


fundamental theses and methods of the author 
are so objectionable that the book should not 


. be recommended to readers who are not al- 


ready thoroughly acquainted with the subject 
matter. . . . Loewenstein’s claim to be a 
philosopher may be contested. . . . I wonder 
also whether Loewenstein should be called a 
historian. ... 

. .. A rehash of ... faked history .. . 
Hegelianism, romanticism, and humanitarian- 
ae. 655” , 


Hans J. Morgenthau in the Chicago Trib- 
une: “... not a history of the Germans but 
a philosophy of history, written from the 
point of view of liberal Catholicism .. . 
judges German history from the standard of 
Christian universalism, which the author finds 
realized in the medieval idea of the Holy 
Roman Empire . . . much to admire in the 
author’s analysis, and much to doubt, too... 
the reader will either agree with the author’s 
interpretation of historic events if he shares 
the faith or, if he does not share the faith, 
he will at least respectfully appreciate the high 
spiritual aspirations and erudition of the 
author. ...” 


The Governing of Men 

Alexander H. Leighton Princeton, $3.75 
Catholic World: “.. . a high title for a book 
describing. the operation and results of a 
Japanese relocation..camp. in Arizona... . If 
this book is an example of the realistic ap- 
proach in applied sociology we need more 
like it.” 
Dominicana: “The general reader will find the 
book informative and interesting.” 
The Great Conspiracy: The Secret — 
War Against Soviet Russia 
Michael Sayers and Albert EB. Kakn 


John S. Kennedy in The Catholic Transcript, 
Hartford: “.. . If ever there was a case of 
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ingenuity &nd brazenness in special pleading 
it is this. 

“... The argumentation : . . relies on bold- 
ness of unsupported assertion and the lavish 
employment of abuse, after the fashion of 
the Soviet press. 

“. . . And the abuse is a marvelous ex- 
hibition. . . . The name of a critic of Bol- 
shevism or Stalinism is never used without the 
addition of an epithet. 

- So set are the authors on giving the 
Soviets a mark of 100 per cent . .. that they 
must paint the Finns as villains, the Poles as 
scoundrels, and everyone else in whose behalf 
the Soviets have had helpfully to intervene, 
as fascist.” 


The Great Divorce 
C. S. Lewis Mac, $1.50 


Whimsical philosophizing by a master. 


The Great Retreat 

Nicholas S. Timasheff Dutton, $5.00 
Develops the theme that Marxism is imprac- 
tical. Review coming by Joseph Roubik, S.J., 
Loyola University, Chicago. 


Horatio Alger 
Struggling Upward and Other Works 
Horatio Alger, Jr. Crown, $3.00 
Daniel A. Lord, S.J., in The Queen’s Work: 
. the stories had. much to recommend 
them. “Blonesty was rewarded and dishonesty 
was punished. Thrift and the value of labor 


_ were stressed. Father Finn was the one who 


pointed out that all of Alger’s noble characters 
were noble without motive and good without 
reason. . . . They did brave and heroic things 
merely from some kind of internal impulse. 
. . « Certainly these novels have much more 
reality than have the comics which have 
taken Alger’s place. They are vastly more 
wholesome than are most of the sensational 
action books so popular today.” 


Reviewed. 
The House Near Paris 
Drue Tartiere ‘ S&S, $2.75 


Thrilling recital of underground resistance 
prior to allied capture of Paris. 


How We Influence One Another 
Vincent V. Herr, S.J. >. Bruce, $2.25 
H. J. Bihler, S.J., in America: “. . . The 


author has set out to synthesize the data which 
social psychologists have been accumulating 
for so long, and he performs his task in the 
light of the philosophia perennis.... 

“The author shows keen discernment in his 
critiques of certain aspects of methodology and 
theory in his science, and these make his book 
invaluable to both student and teacher. In 
general . . . shows a predilection for the cur- 
rent ‘authors, but he does not always marshal 
the best of even the moderns. . . ; From the 
standpoint of the teacher, it is excellent . 
it will force the student to read other litera- 
i a a gata lead tot 
ject... 


I Ack You, Ladies and Gentlemen 
Leon Z. Surmelien- ~~ - Dutton, $2.75 
A simply-tld story of his fe by on Armenion 
who suffered from Turkish persecution; but 
later found in America “the promised land.” 
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Philip T. Hartung in The Commonweal: 
. Surmelian was born in Armenia in 
1905 and came to this country in 1922. That 
he should have lived through those years of 
persecution, hardship. and adventure is as 
amazing as his writing this extraordinarily fine 
book in a language which he learned only 
since coming here. It is difficult to classify 
his book, which is not a straight autobiog- 
raphy, but rather a series of chronological 
sketches, rewarding in anecdote and rich in 
detail. 

“There is incredible sadness in some of the 
episodes, but there is great love in others— 
love of the past. . . . The most surprising 
characteristic in this book is its healthy 
humor....” 


Inside Rome with the Germans 
Jane Scrivener Scribner, $2.50 


Diary of an American religious who worked 
throughout the war on prisoners’ relief in the 
Vatican offices. 


Catholic World: “ . a ‘must’ for anyone 
who wishes to get a complete picture of daily 
life inside Rome under the Germans’...” 


The Commonweal: “. . . it is a most re- 
markably moving document. To anyone who 
has been in Rome it is a most entranevionty 
evocation of the city.” 


Herbert O’H. Walker, S.J., in Queen’s Work: 
“. . . Her account is factual, realistic, and 
timely, which makes for the best in reporto- 
rial. Her copy is not honeyed over with re- 
ligious aspirations or held back by blocks of 
opportune sermonizing. Her narrative is spir- 
ited in the fashion of American journalism, 
and no matter how well informed you may 
be on the war news, you will find her diary 
fascinating, revealing, and delightfully read- 
able....” 


In the Blazing Light 
Max White DS&P, $2.75 


Mary Toomey in America: “. . . The book 
is full of the puerile idea that God is all 
right. so long as He keeps His place; it is 
only his Church that is pure evil... . 

- To this reader the propaganda was 
tiresome, since it is not merely false but has 
been repeated so endlessly.” 


International Trade and 
Domestic Employment: 

Calvin B. Hoover McG-H, $1.75 
George A. Kelly in America: “. . . Despite 
some objectionable assumptions,, the book is 
well done, The usual incense is sent aloft in 
the name of. laissez+faire. The cartel problem 
is treated. with a certain timidity and vague- 
ness, especially when it comes to naming 
names. . . . The reader learns very quickly 
that there is something economically unsound 
about giving charity to the more unfortunate 


nhations of the world.” 


*a Gerieral 

| Debate Maanlee Doubleday, $2.75 

J. Edw. Nugent, C’S.P., in The New World: 
.« crudely disebipointng and chesply eya- 

about the people who lived, 
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fought, sinned and died in England when 
Charles I and Cromwell were struggling for 
power. 

“..,.. The particular plot of the story is 
a love affair, illicit, of course (what else?), 
between Honor Harris, a cripple, and the 
blustery aristocratic Sir Richard Grenvile, one 
of the king’s generals, a half-baked sadistic 
egomaniac who slugs and shouts his way 
through the story right from the opening 
ws. 


Korea and the Old Orders in 
Eastern Asia 
M. Frederick Nelson LSU, $3.75 
William Franklin Sands in The Commonweal: 
. » . @ remarkable book, . . . The first recent 
American study to put Korea where it belongs 
in its importance to the Far Eastern scheme 
of things....” 


John Henry Newman 

Charles Frederick Harrold LG, $3.50 
Dominicana: “.. . a study of Newman, the 
thinker. . . . an indispensable aid to the 
study of this great man . . . will have appeal 
to all . . . written with.an ease and grace 
which delight the reader and make for easy 
reading.” 


The Sign: “... Dr. Harrold, who, while not 
yet a Catholic himself, shows a scholarly and 
sympathetic understanding of..our .thealogy— 
gives a penetrating study of the man once 
described by Matthew Arnold as a ‘miracle 
of intellectual delicacy.’ . . . generously docu- 
mented, well indexed... .” 


Joseph J. Reilly in the Catholic World: 
“. . . ‘An Expository and Critical Study of 
His Mind, Thought and Art.’ . . . The range 
of Professor Harrold’s study is wide . . . years 
of study, sound scholarship, and a notable 
measure of sympathetic understanding ... a 
sincere and meticulously careful piece of work 
which deserves a high place in the ever length- 


ening list of books about the great Oratorian.” . 


John Henry Newman 

John Moody S&W, $3.75 
Joseph J. Reilly in the Catholic World: “... 
[author] is uniquely equipped to deal ade- 
quately with both [Newman’s Anglican and 
Catholic periods}. . . . His book is filled with 
significant selections from Newman’s works 
and letters, as well as from’ those of his most 
intimate friends. . . .” 


The Sign: “Mr. Moody, that practical and 
idealistic financier whose own conversion was 
recounted in The Long Road Home, has 


_ written an admirable popular biography . . . 


lays more stress upon the events of Newman’s 
life, divided as it was almost evenly. between 
the Anglican and Catholic phases but unified 
always by its untiring quest for God. He gives 
an excellent summary of the Oxford Move- 
ment and of the stormy pontificate of Pius 
IX.” 

The Witness: “A popular readable narrative 
of Cardinal Newman and his times, with equal 
stress on his Anglican and Catholic years, is 
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man \to speak, too . . . gives the finest first- 
hand perception into the prelate’s character. 
The quotations are deftly chosen. . . . Moody’s 


biography is a finished concept of a great a 


thinker, an artist of letters, and a man of 
God.” 


Judd Rankin’s Daughter ; 

Susan Glaspell Lippincott, $2.50 
The Sign: “... painstakingly written but in- 
conclusive novel set in New: York, :Province- 
town, and Iowa. . . . There are some excellent 
scenes in this novel of conflicting ideas and 


loyalties, but often it is hard to know what 
Miss - 


it is all about, so tenuous and indirect is 
Glaspell’s method.” 


Labor Today and Tomorrow 
Aaron Levenstein Knopf, $2.75 


John Monaghan in The Commonweal: “... 
makes the Montgomery Ward case symbolic 
of the present conflict between management 
and labor. . . . an interpretative history of 
labor today and tomorrow. This PM kind of 


Robert. E. Holland, S.J., in ea 
That the author of Lake Erie retails historical 
facts with modesty and fairness, and in the 
process writes a friendly and pleasant 

I think is obvious within the 

and so continues ater gg a 
end-paper maps are inadequate. . 


The Liberal Tradition 
William Aylott Orton 

The Commonweal: “... For 
Professor of Economics. at ‘Smith College, lib- 
eralism is a philosophy of life. . . . After ana- 
lyzing the Greek roots of the liberal 

its synthesis in Christianity, and the 
values and. ideas which shaped its course, he 
applies the liberal test to the world of today 
and tomorroy . . . collectivism and the om- 
nivorous nation-state emerge as the great 
threat to freedom. . . . : 

. Orton sounds the same note of warn- 
ing as Hayek about the dangers to. freedom 
in the welfare state and in cradle-to-grave se- 
curity; at the same time he gloats as glee- 
nny as Harold Laski over the demise of 
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Nation are regarded as typically ‘liberal’.... 
the book is as much an analysis of the dangers 
now confronting the free man as a defence of 
liberalism.” 

“To a Catholic the book has especial signi- 
ficance from the fact that it argues that liber- 
~ alism has no sure foundation apart from the 
principles of. Christianity. . . .” 


Lincoln the President 
Jamts G. Randall DM, 2 Vol., $7.50 
Chicago Tribune: “...a superb piece of 
historical work. To a field in which the public 
has been amazingly tolerant of uncritical writ- 
ing, it brings sound scholarship, ‘mature judg- 
ment, and complete objectivity. Out of its 
pages a convincing Lincoln emerges—a man, 
not a myth, and all the more admirable for 
that reason. .... The final picture is thaf of 
-a ‘conservative liberal’ who kept his purposes 
clear and his hands clean in guiding a nation 


. through its greatest. trial.” 
Lincoln the President 
J. G. Randali D M, $7.50 
‘ America: “. . . the first half of a projected 


four-volume work on the administration of 
Abraham Lincoln . . . a comprehensive and 
scholarly account of Lincoln’s pre-Presidential 
career, the political maneuvers which brought 
about his election and the events of his first 
two years in office....” 


The Long Road 
Natalie Shipman P-H, $2.00 
The Sign: “. . . concocted, somehow kept 


going, and brought arbitrarily to a close. ... 

. . . &@ wounded veteran, Tom Allison, 
returns to Brooke, the girls to whom he had 
been married but four months before he went 
overseas. In those four months they knew 
gaiety, tenderness, and satisfaction. But they 
come together again as apprehensive strangers 
. . . thanks to the good sense and tact of 
Brooke’s stepmother, they find a way to 


happiness. . . . Short, smooth, vapid.” 
The Lost Landscape 
Winifred Welles Holt, $3.00 


Posthumous, musing, leisurely-told family his- 
tory. Quiet, easy reading. 


Lovely Is the Lee 

Robert Gibbings Dutton, $3.00 
Harold C. Gardiner, S.J., in America: “... 
Most: of the book’s charm comes from the 
delightful characters who spring to life in a 
sentence or two, generally through their own 
words, as they recount to the author the 
legends, gossip, shrewd philosophy, deep Chris- 
tianity and delicious humor that mark so 
unmistakably the rea] Irish. 

“Time spent in reading and rereading this 
book will be picked-up gold, too.” 


Man and Society: The Scottish 

Inquiry of the Eighteenth Century < 
Gladys Bryson Princeton, $3.00 

Joseph A. Slattery in America: “... To the 

Catholic teacher the book suggests many in- 

teresting problems for seminars in Ethics and 

Theodicy and supplies up-to-date bibliogra- 

phies for their investigation.” 

The Meaning of Humana Experience 
Lynn Harold Hough ? 


Abingdon, $3,00 
The Commonweal: “. . . lectures . . «as 
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varied as those of epistemology, literary criti- 
cism, biblical theology and the philosophy of 
history . . . impressive as are Dr. Hough’s 
own erudition and evident devotion to our 
Lord, the Catholic will experience difficulty 
with a number of the positions taken in 
the book... .” 


Men Who Have Walked with God 

Sheldon Cheney Knopf, $3.75 
Margaret Williams in The Catholic World: 
. His thesis is clear and unquestionable: 
the desirability—rather, the compelling need— 
of quiet of soul, and of that contemplative 
outlook which leads to the experience of direct 
communion with God. 

“... No attempt is made to evaluate the 
claims of various religious systems . . . The 
Oriental sages, the Greek philosophers, are seen 
to foreshadow and to reach out; the Catholic 
saints shine with the security of possession; 
the seers of the ages of Reformation and En- 
lightenment, show,.in spite of their.passionate 
earnestness, the confusion resulting from 
breakdown and loss. Mr. Cheney writes with 
no trace of bigotry or prejudice. ... 


Meet Your Ancestors: A Biography 
of Primitive Man 

Roy Chapman Andrews Viking, $3.00 
Commonweal: “.. . purports to be a stream- 
lined version of ‘what is known to date from 
actual specimens, about the physical develop- 
ment, home life, and environment of primi- 
tive man.’...In view of the complex and 
highly controversial nature of some of the 
questions involved ... it would seem only 
fair that one who presents this material to 
the’ public should stick scrupulously to the 
facts and, in stating conclusions from the 
facts, should indicate clearly which are scien- 
tifically probable, which are possible, which 
are tentative only, and which are highly 
imaginative. In this the author often fails. 
The resulting hodgepodge of fact and fancy 
is more likely to confuse than to enlighten 
the unsuspecting reader.” 


Mexican Village 

Josephina Niggli N. Car. U., $3.00 
Commonweal: “. . . Laid in the Sabinas Val- 
ley in the northern part of the country... 
its flaws spring from too much sentimentality. 
She writes in a golden haze of days remem- 
bered and a slight confusion arises from her 
dividing the book into ten separate tales .. . 
The ‘plots’ of the ten tales arise so inevitably 
from the characters portrayed that we have a 
sense of classic drama or comedy in spite of 
the tendency to be overidyllic. . . .” 


Modern German Literature, 1870-1940 

Victor Lange Cornell, $2.50 
Max Fischer in The Commonweal: “.. . in- 
ténded to ‘supply a critical outline of German 
literature between 1870 and the present . . 
a very useful work of reference.” 


My American Adventure . 

Erna Barschak Washburn, $2.75 
Mary L. Dunn. in America: “Miss Barschak 
was Professor of Psychology in the Graduate 


School of Berlin University until dismissed 


by the Nazis in 1933. Thereafter she traveled 


in Switzerland and England, procured work 
as a child psychologist in England . . . she 
came to the United States. This is the story: 
of her experiences here, her efforts to find 
work in her profession, and her reactions to 
various phases of American life. .. . 

“| | no penetrating sociological study, ... 
an excellent bit of entertainment.” 


‘My Head and My Heart: A Little 


History of Thos. Jefferson and 


Maria Cosway 
Helen Duprey Bullock Putnam, $3.00 
John J. O’Connor in America: “Very little 


has been previously known about Mrs. Cos- 
way, who first met Jefferson in France m 
1786 and became his lifelong and devoted 
friend. . . . quite unexpectedly, 1n 1944, .. 
missing letters in the’ Jefferson-Cosway cor- 
respondence were offered to the University of 
Virginia. . . . Mrs. Bullock has presented the 
letters in their historical context . . . appealing 
account of the happy friendship between an 
American statesman and the talented Maria 
Cosway who, after a successful artistic career 
and.the. death of her foppish husband, became 
a baroness,; a nun, and the founder of the Col- 
legio della Grazie in Lodi, Italy.” 


The Sign: “... Apart from the one charm- 


_ing dialogue, there is not much of moment 


either in the letters or the story. . . . ‘light 
reading’... .” 


My Twenty-five Years in China 

J. B. Powell Mac, $3.50 
Good analysis of Chinese situation by an 
American who was editor of The China Week- 
ly Review. 


William Franklin Sands in The Commonweal: 
“<*T B. is first of all a seasoned reporter and 
editor. He has been foreign correspondent 
for such solid publications as the Manchester 
Guardian, for papers like the London Daily 
Herald and Chicago Tribune. ... 

“In his twenty-five years he has covered 
much .of the territory which is the heart of 
the Pacific war. Possibly his observations are 
even more interesting to Catholic missions in 
their expanding activities in the Near East 
than to students of diplomacy and research 
workers. . .. this book is interesting and his 
story is well told.” 


Chicago Tribune: “... presents a most in- 
formative review of those critical years in 
China which figured so largely in the involve- 
ment of the United States : . . His statements 
bear the mark of authority because at all 
times he appears to have followed closely the 
code of the newspaper mian. This is: Seek 
facts and do not fear tosgo to the highest 
sources for information or confirmation. . . .” 


j 


Negro Labor 
Robert C. Weaver Nes $3.00 
Leo J. Trese in The Commonweal: . We 


may as well accept the fact that ides by 
and about Negros are for the information 
of the convinced, rather than for the con- 


‘version of infidels. To reduce‘the fortress — 
/of racial reaction, we must depend upon $per- 

sonal example, vocal persuasion, and well- 
‘aimed . publicity. 


. Mr. Weaver provides @ 


ts 
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some worthwhile information to the publicist 
and the persuader. His is not an aggressive 
book, nor even a partisan book. It is a dis- 
passionate study of the development, fluctua- 
tions and problems of Negro labor in our 
national economy. . . . a theme for which 
Mr. Weaver is well qualified. ... . Aside from 
his theorizing, a fine job ‘of appraisal . . . 
given us a book that repays reading. ... 
his style is a trifle pedestrian, since he writes 
as a student rather than a rhetorician.” 


The New Veteran 

Charles G. Bolte R&H, $2.00 
Harvey’ J. Bresler in The Commonweal: 

. . » Bolte in this book establishes a sound 
ideological base for a progressive movement 
among the veterans of this war. He shows, 
further, that this is not possible within the 
framework of the American Legion (or VFW). 
The Legion is a rich and powerful bureau- 
cratic machine, committed four-square to a 
point of view which is antipathetic to that 
of the ‘new’ veteran. It is fundamentally a 
pressure group which seeks financial and 
economic advantages for the veteran as a vet- 
eran, and not as a citizen in a democratic, ‘full- 
employment’ and spiritually healthy United 
States. . . . The time is coming—and faster 
than he knows—when Joe will have to make 
a clearer choice between the Legions and the 
AVC. In that choicé our society has a great 
stake... .” 


No Dreamers Weak 
Michael de la Bedoyere Bruce, $2.00 
The Sign: “. .. a study of the Christian’s 
realistic approach to the moral problems 
brought to the foreground by the recent war 
. a plea for the shouldering of individual 


responsibility . . . much. sound and solid 
thought. ... .” 
Dr. P. Hallett in The Register: “... . Its 


leading idea is that the Christian outlook does 
not demand revolutionary changes. The task 
of Christianizing society, in his view, ‘all boils 
down to the slow, patient, and so rarely un- 
derstood work of inserting into an unbelieving 
and post-Christian society the values of the 
Incarnation and the pattern’ of ends and 
means that derives from the understanding 
of God and the person.” 
See other comment 


No Man Knows My History 

Fawn M. Brodie Knopf, $4.00 
The Sign: “The title is taken from a sermon 
preached in 1844 by Joseph Smith, the found- 
er of Mormonism. . . . The outstanding effect 
to convince the reader that Joseph Smith was 
one of the most fabulous apd complex char- 
acters ever to cross the American scene—a be- 


‘ wildering mixture of honesty, roguery, shrewd- 


hess, stupidity, glamour, dullness, greatness, 
and sordidness, . . . grows somewhat tedious 
at times in its detailing of minor events. On 
the whole, however, it reconstructs movingly 
not only its unusual subject but also the rural 
American characters of a century ago... .” 


The North Wind of Love 

Compton Mackensie DM, $2.75 
Deeply provocative fictional account of “John 
Ogilvie,” the hero of previous volumes. who 
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has now become a Catholic and expatiates at 
length on numerous current topics of impor- 
tance. 


North, East, South, West: 
A Regional Anthology 


of American Writing 
ed. Charles Lee -HS, $3.75 
C. Carroll Hollis in America: “. . . contains 


some 150 selections, from Ben Franklin to 
Ben Hecht, grouped under five regional head- 
ings, . . . chiefly interesting for and by them- 
selves . . . the introductions readable and in- 
formative; but .. . not likely to supply much 
more knowledge of this valuable cultural ap- 
proach to literature than the realization of the 
birthplace or home of the authors included. 

“. . . the alert and intelligent reader of 
this book must be warned that American Re- 
gionalism is not the vague, tenuous affair im- 
plied in the compilation of writings present- 
ids: 


The North Wind of Love 

Compton Mackensie DM, $2.75 
Ruth Byrns in America: “. . . Nearly nine 
years have passed since Compton Mackenzie 
published the first volume of ‘The Four Winds 
of Love.’ ... . [This] is the first half of the 
concluding volume. .. . 

“So far as interesting narrdtive goes, the 
present book suffers in comparison with earlier 
ones. . . . the fifty-year-old John Ogilvie, who 
has long since accepted Catholicism ‘te-satisfy 
his spiritual searchings, and Scottish National- 
ism to fill political interests, is a much less 
interesting person to read about than the 
young sensitive John of the early volumes . 


No Time for Silence 

Sylvia Lombroso Roy, $2.50 
The Sign: “....a-six year diary of a Jewish 
woman who with her professor-husband lived 
a hunted existence in Fascist-ridden Italy from 
1938-1944. . essentially a record of the 
persecution and sufferings . . . due rec 
tion being given to the Catholic priests 
espoused the cause of charity and tolerance 

. timely and interesting... .” 


Officially Dead 

Quentin Reynolds Random, $2.75 
The Sign: “The hero of this real-life adven- 
ture . . . A life-long sailor, whose moral 
cepts have obviously been formed by 
traditions of the sea... . 

. exciting . . . to some extent, inspiring 
" Bat , . . a certain hollowness . . 


human; aetna E eeacstns of very tate 
quate ideal. 
Oil and Deep Water 

Kaj Klitgeard N. Car. U., $2.50 


Reminiscences of adventures in the Mer 
Marine during World War II. 

Harry Lorin Binsse in The Com 

“. . ...mO masterpiece, but... a 

and moving account of what one old 

in the Merchant Marine went through 

he returned to his former calling in order to 

wins. Soe. SNe, pest seen 6° to him in the 

conflict . ns of a single 
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Ourselves, Inc., The Story of 
Consumer Free Eni i 


Leo R. Ward, C.S.C. Harper, $2.50 
America: “. . . an intensely interesting and 
readable work, which presents many informa- 
tive details without making them geen 
obvious.” 

Reviewed. 

Out of Carnage 

Alexander R. Griffin HS, $3.00 

America: “. . . a comprehensive survey of 


the various phases of that activity. He treats 
in several chapters of new medical drugs and 
techniques. . . . simply and clearly in a popu- 
lar style, quite intelligible to the layman... .” 
“In treating of such things as Penicillin, 
DDT, Blood Plasma and Ice Therapy, a 
brief history of their origins and development 
is given by way of background. The chapter 
‘Soul Surgery’ is especially appropriate at this 
time... .” 


Outside Eden 

Isabel Scott Rorick HM, $2.00 
The commonweal; “ . . . Her writing is de- 
cidedly feminine, at times downright cute, but 
never objectionably so; ... it’s a pleasure 
to read about a married couple who could 
be among your friends and whose lives seem 
never to have a dull moment in spite of the 
fact that a divorce court never once looms up 
in their combined paths. . . .” 


‘The Pan-American Yearbook 1945 

Comp. Pan Amer. Associates Mac, $5.00 
Dominicana: “. . . contains much valuable 
data on both the Americas.” 


A Partisan Guide to the Jewish Problem 
Milton Steinberg Bobbs, $3.00 
The Sign: “ . for him it means the sum 
total of adverse influences and unhealthy psy- 
chic reactions which Jews experience simply 
because they are Jews. He has straightforward 
words for both Jews and Gentiles. You may 
not agree . . . but you cannot help admiring 
the clarity, thoroughness, and courage with 
which he presents his views on a complex 
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The Perilous Fight 

Neil H. Swanson F & R, $3.50 
America: “. . . Brings to light a much neglect- 
ed and distorted phase of the War of 1812; 
the British attempt to split the United States 
by capturing Washington and Baltimore, thus 
cutting off the Southern from the Middle 
States....” 

“A vivid and emotional journalese style car- 
ries. the, reader along and holds his attention 
from beginning to end; the deft weaving of 
history and fiction gives us a lively, exciting 


picture . . . well worth reading.” 
Pillars of the Church 

Theodore Maynard LG, $3.00 
Dominicana: “. . , should prove informative 


and enjoyable to those who prefer to read the 
lives of saints in an abbreviated, summary 
manner. .. . The attentive reader will ndt be 
satisfied with some of Mr. Maynard's explan- 
ations, for example, his consideration of the 
founding of the Rosary. Brevity also forced’a 
comparative study of certain Saints, and as 
a result one Saint has been made to suffer that 
another might shine the more brilliantly. . 
despite these defects, considerable’ profit may 
be gained from a perusal. . 


Plantation Parade: The Grandiose 
Manner in Louisiana 

Harnett Kane Morrow, $3.50 
Edward W. Hamilton in America: “.. . the 
volume lacks continuity and reflects little re- 
search more arduous than listening to tradi- 
tional stories and rumors . . . in addition to a 
guidebook Mr..Kane undertook an account of 
plantation life in the Delta ... in that... he 
has failed rather spectacularly. ...” 

“Mr. Kane’s selection of materials for more 
extended portrayal has been dictated, unmis- 
takably, by a taste for the macabre and, as a 
result, his book maligns the institution and 
the bulk of the people that he has undertaken 
to pense... 

Apparently Mr. Kane does not care 
to be. reputed an artist. . . Of the chivalry 
and the _ hospitality which one has been 
brought up to believe were outstanding graces 
of Louisiana as of the rest of the South, less 
than nothing has found its way into the 
book.” 

See Review. 


Pointers on Playwriting 

Josephine Niggli Writer, $2.00 
An excellent, eminently practical manual illus- 
trated by passages from the author’s own 
published plays. Her detailed distinction be- 
tween “story” and “plot” is alone worth the 
price of the book for the literary worker in 
any field, dramatic or not. 

—Riley Hughes 


The Polish Worker 
Feliz Gross Ray, $3.00 
An incomplete study of the Polish Labor 
Movement, evidently written from a Socialist 
viewpoint. 


The Portable F. Scott Fitzgerald 

: "Viking, $2.00 
The Sign: “...shallowness and confusion of 
mind . . @ novelist is a commentator on life, 
as well as a report of it, and it is here that 
Fitzgerald was poor and even maundering... 
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The Practical Cogitator or 
The Thinker’s Anthology 

ed. Curtis and Greenslet HM, $3.00: 
The Catholic World: “... with few excep- 
tions the writers quoted are men who are 
frankly hostile to theism and to Christianity. 
Among the editors’ favorites are Croce, Dar- 
win, Dewey, Diderot, Ellis, Emerson, Freud, 
Hobbes, Holmes, Huxley, Marx, Mill, Robin- 
son, Rousseau, Shaw, Spangler, Spinoza, Vol- 
taire, Whitehead. These ‘master’ thinkers tell 
us that God, the soul, immortality, and free- 


» dom of the will are fictions... .” 


Prater Violet 

Christopher Isherwood Random, $2.00 
The Sign: “. .. a model of succinctness and 
precision. . . . Simultaneously hilarious and 
poignant, it is marked by a deep, dark streak 
of nihilism. 

“Tt is repeatedly suggested in this techni- 
cally superior novel that life has no meaning, 
that one can bear to go on living only by 
achieving a balance of tensions. In view of 
this, one wonders how the author can be so 
sure of his political and social: views and why 
such things, should matter anyway in the 
midst of a hopeless, unintelligible muddle.” 


The Price of Peace 

Sir William Beveridge Norton, $2.00 
The Sign: “. : . the book has a sincerity and 
soundness of approach which will recommend 
it as useful at least to the layman, if not to 
the professional student of international rela- 
tions . . . essentially, Sir William is a realist 
whose program is based on sound principles 
of morality.” 


Pursuit of Understanding 

Esther Cloudman Dunn Mac, $2.50 
The Commonweal: “This unusual book, by a 
distinguished Professor of English in Smith 
College, is the story of an education rather 
than a conventional autobiography. 
serves as a reminder .of the vital connection 
between the scholarly pattern of life and all 
serious intellectual achievement—as a reminder 


‘of the debt of the marketplace to the ivory 


tower in the pursuit of understanding.” 


The Question of Henry James 

ed. F. W. Dupee Holt, $3.75 
The Commonweal: ‘ . essays by 26 men 
and women of some literary eminence, all 
eminently intelligent. . . . the essayists dis- 
cus at length James’s style—‘the pattern of 
his carpet’—his Freudian (?) tendency, his 
characters, his oe his symbolism, his 
philosophy. . 


The Question of Henry James 
ed. F. W. Dupee Holt, $3.75 
Chicago Tribune: “Mr. Dupee has chosen his 


essays wisely. They afford at once a survey of 
James’ reputation and a many-angléd com- 
mentary on his vast achievement... .” 


Raw Material 
Oliver La Farge H-M, $3.00 


Chicago Daily News: “Fascinating experiment 


‘Praised by Bishop Sheil. A fighting book that’ 
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what influenced his views on art, religion, 
seience and his own craft. Stimulating man- 
to-man story of a’ writer! growing up in a 
chaotic world.” 


Religion in the Post-War World 

ed: Willard L. Sperry ° Harvard, 4 Vol., $1.50 ea, 
Wilfrid’ Parsons in The Catholic World: 
«'... . Naturally, in a:symposium of this sort, 
the. value of the various essays is uneven, 
There are only two: Catholics among twenty 
contributors, John’ LaFarge, S.J., and Col. 
William D. Cleary, an army chaplain. ... 
At least ‘three of the contributions. strike a 
jarring not .°. . Archibald. MacLeish on Di- 
vided Denominations, Lucien: Price on Soldier: 
and Sailor, and Alexander Meiklgjons, Educa-: 
tion. 

“Mr. MacLeish, writing on Humanism .. . 
makes a calm assumption of atheism, and, 
seems like a naughty boy in church. Mr; 
Price. just as calmly takes for granted that 
Christianity, and indeed religion . itself, , has... 
passed -out of the picture and offers in_ its 
stead what he calls the religion of beauty. 
Mr. Meiklejohn, writes a glorification of the 
secularized state, and near the end exlaims, 
‘From church to state! From myth to fact! 
Can our. culture make that transition?’ The 
very fact that three such subversive pieces, 
could be included in a. series on religion is 
probably the most revealing thing which this 
reviewer can report about the series... .” 


Renaissance Literary Criticism 

Vernon Hall, Jr. Columbia, $3.00 
Dominicana: “.. . a readable and informa- 
tive account of a period too long uncritically 
reverenced or condemned. The Renaissance is 
not depicted in these pages as a destructive 
force in which political absolutism and author- 
itarian literary arbitration had usurped the 
place of the moral suzerainity of the Church. 
On the contrary, it is looked upon as the 
awkward adolescence of the modern world.... 
Since important elements of renaissance back- 
ground have been omitted, the presentment of 
the combined literary and social features of 
the age seems inadequate.” 


Rendezvous by Submarine 

Travis Ingham DD, $2.50 
The Sign: “. .. Parsons was prominent in 
Manila for his polo playing. After Pearl Har- 
bor, became far more prominent as the con- 
tact between MacArthur and sixteen million 
Filipinos. . . . The most satisfying aspect of 
the whole book is the sincere and generous, 
tributes which he pays to the people who 
made the success of his mission possible. ...” 


Reveille for Radicals 
Saul Alinsky , 


“Epoch-making,” 


Chicago, $2.50" 
says Jacques Maritain. 


berates industrialists, labor-leaders, practically 
everybody—constructively, The author thinks 
that “people’s organizations” are ' the only. 
hope. : 


The Rights of Nations ' : 

Czeslaw paca \ Roy, $2.50 
The Sign: . written to defend ‘the: rights 
ph aaa this book ‘can be highly | 
recommended to all serious sttidents of world’ 
afiaits.” 
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Russia and the Western World 

Max M., Laserson Mac, $2.50 
Oscar Halecki in The Sign: “.. . tries once 


more to convince American public opinion 
that Soviet Russia has given up any idea of 
world revolution ...what he says about 
Poland is simply a not-too-clear summary of 
a book which he recently published. . . 

“... ends with a glorification of Russia’s 
role in postwar organization. ...” 


Russian Fairy Tales 
tr. Norbert Guterman 
Catholic World: “. . . comprehensive..,. . 
collection . . . seems better suited. to the col- 
lege library than to the children’s bookshelves. 
Admittedly interesting and instructive to the 
student of Russian life, manners, and psy- 
chology . ... translation is often abrupt and 
graceless, while the content tends to be rather 

sordid and naturalistic.” 


Pantheon, $7.50 


The Senate and the Versailles 
Mandate System 

Raymond W. Logan Minorities, $2.00 
Richard J. Purcell in. The Commonweal: “ 
Professor Logan of Howard University, a 
Harvard-trained historian with substantial vol- 
umes to his credit, is superbly qualified to 
review this subject. This he handles without 
emotion . . . with skill he summarizes the de- 
bates of Senators ... . an embarrassing resume: 
some solons’ ignorance of history and geog- 
raphy; isolationism .:. . factional hatred for 
Wilson; vote-seeking speeches . . . bitter 
racialism based upon Anglo-Saxon superiority; 

. pulling the lion’s tail for anti-English 

voters, . . . inconsistent poses of southern 
Democrats who regarded democracy as an 
export commodity.” 


Shakespeare and the Popular 

Dramatic Tradition 

- S.L. Bethell Duke, $3.00 
America: “.. . . reasoned interpretation .. . 
which adds to Bradley’s, changes it rather; 
betters Schucking’s; passes Stoll’s . . . Shake- 
speare’s art is: seen to be natural, not natural- 
ism; his poetry is seen to be truth, not ab- 
straction; his imitation not deceit....” 


A Short History of Germany 

S. H. Steinberg Mac, $3.00 
Dominicana: “. . . a telescopic view of a few 
of the high points . . . not at all times in full 
accord with the true perspective. No history 
of Germany can be thoroughly accurate with- 
out an adequate appreciation for the’ mission 
of the Catholic Church. The author appears to 
have grasped only the material side . . . 
which, of course, is subordinate to its spiritual 
role 


“The causes of the. wars as well as their 
guilt are treated in a very summary and dog- 
Matic fashion. There is\no attempt to sub- 
stantiate' the opinions present: 


Soldier of Democracy ; 
Kenneth S. Davis Doubleday, $3.50 
The Catholic World: . presents a fairly 
complete account of pu Eisenhower's bo 
Up to June, 1944. : Unfortanately, the 
author ‘has ‘thought it necessary to add his 
own running commentary upon world events; 
_ and he leaves himself open to well deserved 


Soviet Politics at Home and Abroad 
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criticism for inept and unnecessary display of 
political and religious prejudice.” At best, only 
fair. 


Socialism Looks Forward 


John Strachey Phil. Lib., $2.00 
Commonweal: “There’s nothing new in this 
little primer. . . . Some of the economic prem- 


ises are still crudely Marxian or Malthusian, 
and dogmatic. . . . The appeal for support of 
trade unions is not consistent with the author’s 
contention that in the capitalist economy ef- 
forts to raise wages above the subsistence level 
are bound to induce a slump—not consistent, 
that is to say, unless the unions are intended 
actually to be political cadres. . . . Essential 
qualifications are sometimes buried, annoying- 
ly, in footnotes. ...” 


F. L. Schuman Knopf, $4.00 
A book of many deficiencies. Criticizes Stalin 
and Marxian errors, claims to be above and 
beyond partisanship, but evidently has pro- 
duced a skillfully disarming argument for the 
Stalin regime. 


Spiritual Problems of Our Times 

Don Luigi Sturzo LG, ‘$2.00 
Orate Fratres: “. . . basically liturgical in 
spirit, insisting on a full-scope realization of 
man’s relation to God, or more specifically 
the Christian’s orientation in our times. .. . 
Worship and the sacramental life, Catholic 
Action and the many activities of the average 
Catholic receive lucid consideration to enable 
us better to examine our consciences and feel 
impelled toward the ideal so forcefully sum- 
marized in the Beatitudes.” 


The Witness: “It is a volume that will stand 
well on the bookshelf alongside of Father 
Gerald Vann’s The Heart of Man or any of 
Monsignor Sheen’s timely thought-incendiary 
works.” 

See also Dr. Neill’s review. 
The Stars Incline 

Clyde Brion Davis Rinehart, $2.75 
A rather poor novel. Not attractive. 


The Stone in the Rain 


Laurette MacDuffie DD, $2.50 
Fairly good first novel. 
Systematic Politics 

Chas. E. has Chicago, $3.75 
America: . it attacks practically every 


problem of political organization. . . . ana- 
lyzes the roots, ends, tools and organs of gov- 
ernment in their sociological, psychological, 
economic and political phases. . . . 

“In general, he tries to take a very. balanced 
view . . . yet the volume lacks philosophical 
anchorage and gives unmistakable signs of 
confused thinking for want of a clear-cut 
knowledge of basic principles regarding the 
nature of man... .” 


The Theater Book of the 
Year, 1944-1945 

George Jean Nathan ' Knopf; $3.00: 
Euphemia V. R. Wyatt. in| The. Catholic 
World: “...1 am glad Mr. Nathan is not 
afraid to admit that he enjoyed a very good 
time at Harvey,;°which he rates as the best 
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comedy . . . Leo G. Carroll in The Late 
George Apley is chosen for having given the 
best male performance of -the season... 
credit forthe best set and lighting goes: to 
Jo Mielziner for The Glass Menagerie; Carou- 
sel is listed as the best musical. The best new 
drama is Dark of the Moon. Schaal 

. The action of Commissioner Moss i in 


closing Trio. arouses G. J. to some verbal vio-” 


lence. He: asks the logic of declaring Trio, 
which showed abnormal perversion to be dis- 
gusting and the cause of disgrace and suicide, 
to be dangerous to public morals, when no 
action was taken about The Voice of the 
Turtle. . ... 

...- Our theater stands in need of an 
Emily Post to set up certain standards of 
good taste; policed censorship will always 
arouse opposition.” 


They Dream of Home . 

Niven Busck A-C, $2.75 
Commonweal: “.. . the story of five men 
who were discharged from the armed forces. 
. . « As Busch relates the difficulties of their 
readjustment to civilian life in Los Angeles 
and its enrivons, he ‘races the pattern. of their 
disillusionment as well as the disintegration 
of the unity of the group... 

_ incidents vary in content from bed- 
room scenes. for true. confession...readers to 
socially significant passages of indignation at 
racial discrimination.” 


The Third Day ‘3 
Arnold Lunn Newman, $2.75 


The Commonweal: “.. ... at the cost. of some 
clumsiness of design and some careless repeti- 


tions, natural, if regrettable, in a born debater; 


Mr. Lunn has delivered himself of one of the 
most effective broadsides we know aE" 
contemporary unbelief. 

“.. a sound and often witty populaiten? 
tion ', .°. for anyone concerned with the 
fascinating subject of Christian Evidence. .. .” 


This Bread 
Rosemary Buchanan Bruce,.$2.50 
Precious Blood Messenger: “ This ‘book 


is not a trumpet call, loud, clear 
mistakable. To some. it may seem 
faintest echo of the. force 
should have. But no one can deny that here 


should not be overlooked.” 


Tomorrow’s Trade 
Stuart Chase 20th Century, $1.00 
Recommended. 
Tomorrow’s Another Day 
W.R. Burnett. Knopf, $2.50 


objectionable for adults. Riley Hughes 
Trends in Collective Bargaining 

Williamson and Harris Twentieth Cent.,; $2.00 
The Commonweal: “ topical summary 
of’ recent experience distilled from an 


is a little more ponderous than Stuart Chase’s, 
but popular enough ‘to, attract the general; 


" > »- 4 : as 
reader... i 4 . ’ 
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Trial Balance 

William March HB, $3.50 
Paul J. Phelan in The Commonweal: “...a 
collection of 55 stories by William March 
covering 1928-1044 .. . Mr. March is much 
taken with human degradation and misery. 
His mind seems to be parked on the dark 
_ Side of the street; to use his own method of 
approach I’d say he must have been repressed 
in childhood by a morbid maternal aunt. He 
splashes gloom and gore over most of the 
506 pages, from Dirty Emma who kills her 
husband because he destroyed her hyacinth 
plant to the three old charwomen who live 
in alcoholic memories of their youth. 

“, . He is a clever and good writer, knows 
the tricks of his trade. But 506 pages of this 
kind of writing, where light is used only to 
heighten shadow, may prove too much for the 
average reader.” 


Trouble Zone 

Leon Dennen Z-D, $1.50 
An eye-witness account of events in the Mid- 
die East and the Balkans, this is a highly use- 
ful book in understanding the British struggle 
to maintain the Empire and the Soviet drive 
for expansion and control. 

The New York-born, Jewish-descended au- 
thor, who speaks numerous languages, did’ re- 
lief work in Southeastern Europe. 


Two Billion Acre Farm 

Robert West Howard DD, $2.50 
America: “Written with a journalistic fiair for 
interesting facts and striking presentation, this 
little book leads one to share the author’s 
view that America’s two billion acres of farm 
land fairly invite us to decentralization and a 
*back-to-the-land’ movement.” 


University Records and Life 
in the Middle Ages 
Lynn Thorndike Columbia Press, $5.50 


A very good source-book. 


The United States and Britain 

Crane Brinton Harvard, $2.50 
David Bulman, C.P., in The Sign: “... Writ- 
ten’ simply, accurately, with knowledge and 


sympathy . . . background description . . . 
the people, their culture . .. present condi- 


tions . . . brief historical sketch . . . and 
*, .. the meat of the book, the economic, 
political, and psychological problems confront- 
ing the two nations in the future .. . If the 
series to follow is of the same caliber as this 
first volume, then the ‘American Foreign 
Policy Library,’ which the series is being 
called, should do much to further world har- 
mony.” 


Universal Military Training 

E. A. Fitzpatrick Whittlesey, $3.00 
The Sign: “.. . although his personal opinion 
favors a program of one year’s military train- 
ing for American youths, his presentation of 
the opposite view is both adequate and fair.” 


The Unspeakables 
Laverne Gay Scribner, $3.00 
America: “ conceived on a grand 
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color attests to the painstakingness with which 
she has done her research. . . . approaches 
(not too proximately) the epic proportions of 
Pan Michael or The Deluge.” 

The Catholic World: “.. . an exciting, color- 
Tol etery. s*.” 


USSR Foreign Policy 

Victor A. Yakhontoff C-McC, $3.50 
Bertrand Weaver, C.P., in The Sign: “.. . if 
the author, formerly in the Czarist army and 
diplomatic service and now an American citi- 
zen, pretends that USSR Foreign Policy is a 
presentation of facts, he is either a fool or a 
knave. His portrayal of the Soviet Union as 
the Snow White of international diplomacy is 
so absurd as to be comic.” 


Valley Boy 
Theodore Pratt D.S.&P., $2.50 


A novel of. no value. Cheap vulgarities. 


The Veteran’s Best Opportunities 

Edward R. Fiske EB, $2.50 
Advice by 50 contributing authors on the 
basic principles of business and their applica- 
tion to particular cases and lines of business. 
Should be very helpful to those trying to 
decide what line to enter. Foreword by Dale 
Carnegie. 


Virginia Woolf, Her Art as a Novelist 

Joan Bennett HB, $2.00 
Josephine Nicholls Hughes in America: “... 
though not subtle or particularly creative, has 
the merit of clarity and thoroughness. For a 
preliminary venture into Woolf criticism, these 
qualities are ideal, since she does not unduly 
obtrude theories of her own but simply dis- 
cusses the growth of Mrs. Woolf’s art through 
the various novels, with considerable critical 
acumen.” ; 


Voiceless India 

Gertrude Emerson John Day, $3.00 
Lourdu M. Yeddanapalli in America: “.. . 
an objective and competent book . . . reads 
like a novel . . . offers what is most needed 
at present, and insight into the mentality of 
the Indian people. ...” 


Voyage of Discovery 

Barbara Corrigan Scribner, $2.75 
Maureen Daly in the Chicago Tribune: “... 
Rarely does a book manage to combine so 
many of the strictly sensational aspects of 
living into a story that says and means abso- 
lutely nothing. . . . In this four year college 
story there is one pregnancy, one suicide, one 
homosexual, and one renegade mother, all set 
against the supposedly collegiate background 
of rush week parties, senior dances, and lab 
lectures. . . . The ‘why’ of such a book is 
always a puzzle but it does prove one thing. 
A mediocre novel, even when padded with 
sex, is still a mediocre novel.” 


Wasteland 
Jo Sinclair Harper, $2.50 


Psychiatric theme novel. Purposeless. No value. 


The Way to Vocabulary 


Power and Culture 
Wilfred Funk, Litt. D. F & W, $3.75 


Designed for those ambitious‘ of mastering the 
English language through expert knowledge 
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and use of words that represent a vocabulary 
of power and culture. 

Fascinating. The author, philologist and 
lexicographer, for sixteen years president of 
Funk & Wagnalls, is a nationally recognized 
word expert. 


The Western Island 
Robin Flower Oxford, $2.50 
The Sign: “.. . a disappointing book. One 
puts it down with admiration for Mr. Flower’s 
talent for expression, but with shame for the 
tripe that exercised it. ‘Flotsam on the ebb’ is 
the author’s own description of these tales of 
the most westerly habitation of Europe, a 
little island three miles off the coast of Kerry. 
. Particularly objectionable is the local 
theology when it becomes irreverent about the 
Hexameron, sentimental about Juda, casuisti- 
cal about cursing, and fatalistic about death.” 


The West Window 
L. P. Hartley DD, $2.50 
The Sign: “.. . something of a masterpiece. 


Its characters are real, it has a certain depth, 
it is subtle, it moves purposively and believ- 
ably, and it is well written. But it is not in 
reality so superior as its fortuitous company 
makes it seem. .. . Defects .. . are a certain 
forcing of its development, a hinting at things 
which are not true of children unless one sub- 
scribes to’ an-arbitrary ‘theory of -hmman na- 
ture, and an over-insistence, to the point of 
virtual blatancy, on symbolism.” 


What to Do with Japan 
Wilfrid Fleisher 

America: “.. . The author’s contention that 

the Emperor would serve well as an instru- 

ment of stabilization has been verified by 

events ” 


The Wind Is Rising 

Jules Romains — Knopf, $3.00 
Virginia Sapieha in The Commonweal: “The 
twelfth volume of M. Romains’ Men of Good 
Will, The Wind Is Rising carries ‘the social 
history of the France of our time into the 
late 1920’s....” 

“. .. ina series of disconnected flashes, he 
shows the advance toward middle-age and 
disillusion of the promising young men, .and 
the uneasy approach toward death of the 
tired old men. ...” 

“In his desire to show up the dry-rot which 
demoralized contemporary France, however, 
M. Romains has slipped from moderate fas- 
tidiousness into a loose vulgarity which makes 
this volume less perceptive, as well as less 
convincing, than any in the series thus far 

. & top-heavy piece of work, it has gone 
on ramifying, with no downward growth into 
the sub-soil of the author’s consciousness.” 


Winds, Blow Gently 
Ronald Kirkbride 


South. “Not first rate,” says Commonweal. 
You and I 
Myron Brinig 


Several sordid sex scenes. Objectionable. 
Riley Hughes. 








DD, $2.00 





Fell, $2.50 
A thesis novel—a Quaker boyhood in the 


F&R, $3.00, 
Long, clumsily written, thin nostalgic novel — 
about Europe and America in the twenties. — 
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Above the Blue 
Mary Catherine Rose Bruce, $1.75 
Sister Mary. Aurelius, B.V.M., librarian, 


Mundelein college, in New World, Chicago: 

. . . The author has succeeded in her at- 
tempt to portray the activities of the ‘littl- 
est’ angels in Heaven so as to compare with 
the everyday and special day activities of chil- 
dren on earth. . . . The drawings are such a 
complement to the text that probably the book 
would have been only half appreciated with- 
out the expressive work of Ruth Ruhman.” 


The Art of Newman’s Apologia 

Walter E. Houghton Yale, $2.50 
Henry G. J. Beck in The Commonweal: 
“. . . should find favor among Newman- 
ities. . . . If one is intrigued by minute analy- 
sis, he will find this study greatly to his liking. 
. . . it is more a comment upon special as- 
pects than an examination of the whole of 
‘Apologia’ . the historical background to 
Newman’s book is presented inadequately. . . .” 


Behold Your King 

Florence Marvyne Bauer Bobbs, $2.75 
Novel that faithfully, reverently records the 
personality of Christ. - 

John S. Kennedy in The Sign: “.. . while 
pedestrian, at least has the merit of adhering 
in the main to, the Gospel.” 


From One Convert to Another 

John M. Riach, C.S.P. Paluch, $1.00 
The Missionary: “His style in dealing with 
the varied topics is sensible, simple and to the 
point. . . . should be of great value to con- 
verts themselves and convert-directors.” 


T. J. Mackin in America: “.. . really a 
good cross-sectional preview of Catholic 
thought and action, even to providing a biblio- 
graphy of Catholic legenda for the convert.” 


The Heart of Man 

Gerald Vann L G, $2.00 
Precious Blood Messenger: “. . . a book to 
cherish . . . a book to grow with and to live 
with. It opens new spiritual vistas, gives fresh 
meaning to daily doings, and above all it 
gives direction to the longings which cry out 
within the soul of every man, teaches the 
reason for our emptiness of spirit. 


“Father Vann is noted for the clarity and 


grace of his language, the freshness with which 
he approaches his subject. His craftsmanship 
is at its best here. . . . The book is alive and 
breathing wisdom and beauty, The experience 
of reading it will stay with you and, if you 
let the fullness of its message sink deep, it will 
change the very heart of you.” 


Heads Above the Stars 

Giles Stabb, O.F.M., Cap. Pustet, $2.00 
Thirty-four short meditations on the ageless 
message of the Gospels. The Ligurian says: 
“... the manner of presentation has a re- 
freshing charm that pleases.” 


The Sign: “. .. He frankly admits that his 
book is written for dreamers—thirty-four es- 
Says. on the vitalizing realities: which spark 
a Christian life—our dogmas, our hopes, ‘our 
heroes, and our dreams.” 


. his feet are very definitely on. the 
ground—the solid ground of faith and wis- 
dom, A ‘smartly written book for those 


dreamers who are the true realists.” 


The Holy Sacrifice 

Rev. Peter Wachter, O.S.B. Pustet, $2.50 
The literature of the liturgy has been’ re- 
cently enriched by the addition of two new 
studies of the Mass—one by Father Dunney, 
whose earlier, more factual treatment, called 
simply The Mass, has become a popular classic 
on the subject, and the other by Father Wach- 
ter, who as a Benedictine is ex officio an 
authority on the matter. 

As both works treat the Mass and Holy 
Eucharist from the devotional rather than the 
rubrical angle, and both are lively, non-techni- 
cal, and inspiring, it is a matter of choice 
which you read. 


Holiness for All 

Norbert Robichaud Newman, $1.50 
Based on sermons to lay retreatants. by Arch- 
bishop Robichaud of Moncton, New Bruns- 
wick. 
How to Meditate 

John P. Roothaan, S.T. Newman, $1.25 

72 pp. Originally published 1837. 


The Human Life of Jesus 

John Erskine Morrow, $3.00 
The Sign: “John Erskine .. . has attempted 
to evade the issue by writing a human life of 
Christ, expunging or explaining away all the 
supernatural facts of the Gospel history which 
force the conclusion that Jesus was more than 
man...in no manner a history of Jesus 
. . » @ novelist’s imaginative story of what 
he thinks the gospels say. This book falls 
within the group which Catholics may not 
read.” 


Living with Christ in God 

Bernieres-Louvigny (tr. St. M. Aloysi 

Kiener, S.N.D.) Pustet, $2.50 
This book, a translation of a work published 
originally in French in 1660, might well serve 
as a companion volume to the Imitation of 
Christ. It is not a book for neophytes in the 
spiritual life; but to those who are willing to 
pay the price of sacrifice of self, it will prove 
to be an excellent help in attaining a greater 
response to the promptings of the Holy Spirit 
and thus reaching some semblance of the like- 
ness of Christ. 


—M.A.C. 
Mind the Mass . 
Rev. Joseph A. Dunney Benziger, $2.50 
New Six O’Clock Saints 
Joan Windham S & W, $1.75 


Dominicana: “younger children and even the 


‘just teen-age’ girl will enjoy the book, but’ 


upper grade boys will probably say it is not 
vigorous enough. . . . until someone comes 
along who can reach every child with the 
stories of God’s saints, Joan Windham is the 
Pulitizer prize winner of that group.” 


Practice of the Presence of God 

Bro. Lawrence 
Some eighty of the 127 pages are about rather 
than by’ Bro. Lawrence of the Resurrection, 
a discalced Carmelite, whose letters or maxims 
comprise the remaining pages. 


Newman, $2.25 - 


Our Lady of the Aztec 

Josephine O’ Neil SAG, $1.00 
Sr. M. Aurelius in The New World: “...In 
simple but attractive words this slight book 
of 72 pages relates the appearance of Our 
Blessed Mother to an Indian, Juan Diego, and 
how the Lady entrusted him with the special 
errand of telling the Bishop of Mexico City 
that a chapel was to be built in her hon- 


or ” 


The Priest of the Fathers 

Edward L. Heston, C.S.C. 
Orate Fratres: “. . . in effect a patristic com- 
mentary on the moral qualities which ought 
to shine forth in a priest’s life . . . the book 
would serve admirably as spiritual reading 
and a ‘mirror for priests’ on such topics as: 
Christlike attitudes, zeal, good example, use 
of authority, habits “of study, unworldliness, 
poverty, chastity and the spirit of sacrifice. 

. . The exhaustive index and quotation of 
sources will make the volume especially us- 
able for retreat masters and others who seek 
patristic. wisdom.” 

(See also. Review.) 


The Splendor of the Rosary ; 

Maisie Ward S & W, $2.50 
Precious Blood Messenger: “a practical book 
about a most important thing—prayer. ,. . 
A ‘book for every Catholic who prays’ the 
Rosary. . . . Whoever uses her book will find 
not only the Liturgy but the whole of Chris- 
tianity coming into his life through the. Ros- 
ary. For The Splendor of the Rosary has made 
the Rosary a door to Christian life.” 


Whisperings to God 
Stephen Sweeney, C.P. 
The Sign: “. 
servations on the Christian life .. . 
much informative as provocative. . 

. . the 256 topical headings are not ar- 
ranged in any closely knit scheme; there is 
no need of reading them consecutively; they 
are simply trenchant paragraphs, A 
worth-while aid for busy people whe qwant 
to converse with God and who can read only 
while they run.” 


Manus Langan, $1.50 


not so 


” 
. 


World Christianity 
John J. anit MM. Bruce, $1.00 
America: ‘ . tersely and effectively devel- 


ope the tle that the nity of the world & 
Christianity. At the heart of the Gospel is a 
veritable obsession with the fact that all men 
are one, in nature and in Christ. And in the 
Gospel is the power that can put them in 
possession of their birthright.” 


x“ ww 


_ Your column of comments on 
books in The Register provides 
candid criticism of current books 
totally unlike the rather superficial 
reviews one finds in most periodi- 
cals. My only complaint is that 
your comments don’t appear often 
enough. 

P.G. O’H., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Bruce, $2.50 - ° 


.. a Series of challenging ob-_ 
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Practical and Inspirational 
BOOKS FOR LENTEN READING 





A. P. Schimberg 





ing biography, easily read. 


THE WOOL MERCHANT 
OF SEGOVIA 


Mabel Farnum 


The life of St: Alphonsus Rodriguez, a 
model for those who must seek sanctity 
in the midst of everyday activity. $2.00 








James A. Magner 


successful living. 


THIS BREAD 
Rosemary Buchanan 


The simple, human story of conversion told from 
the “other side of the fence.” $2.50 


THE DIVINE PURSUIT 
: Rachel Maria 


> 


A saat unusual: tale of conversion that thrillingly 
portrays the long pursuit of the’ Divine Hunter of 


souls. ~ $1.75 


THE GREAT FRIEND: 
FREDERICK OZNAM 


The story of Frederick Ozanam, prime 
mover in the foundation of the Society 
of St. Vincent de Paul, professor at 
the Sorbonne, and one of the greatest 
of modern lay Catholics. An appeal- 
$2.50 


THE GOLDEN YEARS 


A Wife, Mother, and Apostle of Christian 
Charity; and Joseph Husslein, S.J. . _ 


A deep penetration into the life of the 
Holy Family, interpreting their thoughts © 
and sentiments. 


PERSONALITY AND 
SUCCESSFUL LIVING 


A “key to happiness” is this practical, 
straightforward, workable guide to truly 
$2.75 


THEY KNEW CHRIST 
Rev. F. J. Mueller 





i= 


* 


Sixteen appealingly life-like sketches of » 


Mark, Timothy, Titus, Barnabas, Stephen, 
Centurian Cornelius, Pilate, Annas and 


John the Baptist and St. Joseph. $2.00 


$1.75 
} 


TOO SMALL 
A WORLD 


Theodore. Maynard 


The story of the little Italian-American 
nun, Mother Francesca Cabrini, who be- 
came America’s first saint. 


NOW AND FOREVER 
Mary V. Jordan 


A gripping story of ‘conflict between man and wife ‘ 


$2.00 


—atheism versus Christian precepts. 
» 


At your bookstore 


THE BRUCE PUBLISHING COMPANY " 
s 403 Montgomery Bldg. - Milwaukee 1, Wis. ch 











$2.50 © 


New Testament personalities: Luke, John, — 
the Rich Young Man, the Blind Beggar, the — 


Caiphas, Herod, Martha, Mary Magdalene, « 
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